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Vicar’s Letter September 2022 
From Rev John 

If any of us think back to a time in our 
lives which has been the most 
stressful, I suspect many of us will have 
picked a time from our teens, when 
either we took exams or our driving 
test. When I was just getting ready to 
start learning to drive a friend of mine 
told me the story of his sister’s driving 
test. She had walked out to the car with 
the examiner understandably nervous. 
He’d said get in the car I’ll just check it 

looks roadworthy. So, she got in, deliberately adjust the mirrors 
as we were all told to do, so it was crystal clear we knew it 
needed to be done and would use them, even though we’d had 
an hours lesson before the test. Put her seatbelt on and drove 
off. She got 100m down the road looked to her left and realised 
she’d left the examiner behind. She immediately pulled over. Not 
only did she fail her test, she also got a ban for driving without an 
appropriate supervisor. It’s amazing what nerves and stress can 
do to us. Many of us will at times have based our value on an 
exam result, or driving test result. We’ll have looked at those 
external measures which were either graded or pass and fail, 
and based something of the value we placed on ourselves on 
them. As I write this millions of young people will be getting A-
level or GCSE results and I know there is a fiasco for those 
awaiting BTEC’s. 

 The problem we sometimes have is that we place our value 
as people on the wrong things. Whether this be exam results, 
bank balances, our job titles, the cars we drive, or so many other 
things which have their place but are of secondary importance. 
What really matters about us is how we treat other people. Are 
we kind and compassionate or are we selfish and mean. Do we 
treat people as less valuable than us because we have more 
money than them, or drive a better car, or because we got better 
grades than them. I actually got my worst GCSE grade in 
Religious Studies so things can change. For Christians the most 
important thing about who we are isn’t even how we treat other 
people, and it’s definitely not got anything to do with our wealth 
or position. It’s that we are loved by God. That each and 
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J 
ust when you have hopefully relaxed into the 
slower pace of life in August, along comes the 
September magazine.  However, most people 
will still be away or holiday! 

Never mind – we have plenty of copy on everything 
from Back to School to the beginning of Harvest, 
from exciting new initiatives to help grow our church, to remembering 
Mother Teresa, 25 on. 

 May we wish you a peaceful and contented month, in which you 
can restore your ‘life batteries’, and come back in the autumn refreshed 
and ready for another season to begin. 

With warm wishes 

The Magazine Team 

every one of us is cared for by God. It’s one of the things I like most 
about baptisms, the child has done nothing to deserve God’s love, they 
haven’t had a chance to give to charity, to help a friend move home, or 
anything else. But yet publicly we pronounce they are loved and 
accepted by God. And it doesn’t matter how far away you have drifted, or 
the things you’ve done, you are loved by God, you are welcomed and 
celebrated by him. We can believe so many negative things about 
ourselves and there are times when they are wrong and times when we 
need to make a change, whichever it is for you I’d encourage you to do 
so from a foundation of being loved, and of being valued. 

Amen  

Prayer for September 
Father, 
September – a month of new starts for many. We pray for all starting 
school, university or college, or moving into a new class or job. 
We pray for the new Prime Minister to prove to a person of integrity, 
dedicated to working for the good of all. 
 We especially ask you to help those struggling with the rising cost of 
living who don’t know how they are going to make ends meet. 
Have mercy on this nation, Lord and bring us back to Your ways. 
Thank You for Jesus and that through trusting in Him we can know You, as 
Father and God of truth, mercy and compassion. 
 Thank You that You never give up on us. You will help us if we turn to 
You, 
In Jesus name, 
Amen.                  By Daphne Kitching 
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The Church of England has launched a 10-point strategy to help its 
thousands of rural churches survive and thrive. 
The CofE has published How Village Churches Thrive, a practical guide 
to help the churches – many of them historic listed buildings with small 
congregations – have a sustainable future. 
The strategy sets out 10 key areas “where applying relatively small 
changes can make a big difference to the revitalisation, recovery and 
renewal of our village churches, amplifying the efforts that may well be 
happening already.” 
The ten key recommendations set out in the strategy are: 
Extend a warm welcome. Think carefully and objectively about who 
your welcome is aimed at.  
Make the most of life events – weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
Many people’s first contact with church begins through the church being 
there for them at life’s big moments.  
Use buildings creatively. With thought and planning, your buildings can 
provide opportunities for people to connect with the community. 
Care for ‘God’s Acre.’ Engage the whole community in loving and 
caring for the churchyard. 
Be the ‘heartbeat’ of a village community. Your church could affect 
positive change in village life. Leading a community audit could be an 
important place to start. 
Celebrate your heritage. The history of the church buildings presents an 
opportunity for churches to connect with new people of all ages and 
backgrounds. 
Cultivate fruitful festivals. Festivals across the year provide ideal 
opportunities to celebrate, be innovative and creative, and – in 
partnership with schools, businesses and local groups – to welcome 
others of every age group. 
Welcome more children. Engaging with younger people is a priority for 
the CofE nationally – and village settings can offer great opportunities for 
creative ministry with children. Projects formed in partnership, especially 
with local schools, are most likely to thrive. 
Reach the isolated and lonely. Village churches are in ‘the perfect 
position’ to make a positive impact on isolation and loneliness. 
Communicate effectively. Focused communication supports your parish 
vision and strategy and ensures that all your efforts have more chance of 
being effective. 
Church House Publishing, who published the new guide, describe it as 
“Packed with practical advice and inspiring case studies to encourage 
and increase confidence in all who work or worship in a village church.” 

Church of England unveils strategy to 

help rural churches thrive 
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Church Finances 
Michael Baxter  

I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during July 
2022.  

Income for the month was £119 more than the expenditure. 

I am sure that everyone is probably in the same boat financially being 
faced with ever increasing cost-of-living expenses. The church is in the 
same position at having to meet bigger bills and this is especially so 
when it comes to gas and electricity charges. Our current contract expires 
at the end of September and being classed as a commercial business we 
do not have the benefit of the energy cap which domestic customers 
have. Consequently, we are anticipating our annual charges to increase 
drastically from the current annual total of approximately £1000 and if re-
ports in the press and other media are to be believed the increase could 
be three or fourfold.   Hopefully the increase may not be on this scale but 
in any event it is likely to have a big impact on our ability to pay all our 
other bills, predominantly our parish share pledge which accounts for 
about half of our annual expenditure. Come September/October the PCC 
are likely to have to make some difficult decisions regarding our finances 
and how we cope in the current economic crisis. 

 

Michael 
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Remembering Mother Teresa, 25 years 

on 
Some 25 years ago, on 5th September 1997, Mother Teresa died. She 

was an Albanian nun who was born Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu in what is 

now Skopje, North Macedonia, and spent most of her life in India, 

founding and running the Missionaries of Charity. She was winner of the 

1979 Nobel Peace Prize. 

 Mother Teresa, who took Indian citizenship, received several 

honours. She was beatified in 2003 and canonised on 4th September 

2016. The anniversary of her death is her feast day. At the time of her 

death, the Missionaries of Charity had over 4000 sisters. By 2020, it had 

grown to 5167. 

 Anjezë became convinced she should live a religious life by the age 

of 12. She left home six years later to join the Sisters of Loreto in Dublin. 

She saw neither her mother nor her sister again. By 1929 she was in 

India, beginning her novitiate in Darjeeling, in the Himalayas. She took 

the name of Teresa after Thérèse de Lisieux, the patron saint of 

missionaries. 

 She then moved to Calcutta, where for 20 years she was a teacher 

and head teacher. She became concerned for “the poorest of the poor” 

and in 1952 opened her first hospice – an 

abandoned Hindu temple –with help from 

Calcutta officials and from a group of 

young women assistants. The aim was to 

help people die “a beautiful death” with 

dignity, whatever their faith. 

 Mother Teresa, who was fluent in five 

languages, was widely admired but also 

came in for criticism, partly for her views 

on abortion and contraception. She said: “By blood, I am Albanian. By 

citizenship, an Indian. By faith, I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, I 

belong to the world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to the Heart of 

Jesus.” 
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September Crossword  
Across 
1  ‘Unless the Lord builds the 
house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm 
127:1) (6) 
4  Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) 
(6) 
7  ‘My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death. — here 
and keep watch with me’ (Matthew 
26:38) (4) 
8  It came over the whole land from 
the sixth to the ninth hour on the 
first Good Friday (Luke 23:44) (8) 
9  Paul invariably did this in the 
synagogues he visited on his 
missionary journeys (Acts 17:2) (8) 
13 ‘It is God who works in you to will 
and to — according to his good 
purpose’ (Philippians 2:13) (3) 
16 Members of the Church of 
Scotland (13) 
17 ‘Now when he saw the crowds, 
he went up on a mountain side and 
— down’ (Matthew 5:1) (3) 
19 Mock(Luke14:29)(8) 
24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8) 
25 First month of the Hebrew 
calendar (Exodus13:4)(4) 
26 Christianity of the Britons before 
Augustine arrived from Rome(6) 
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6) 
Down 
1  ‘Whoever finds his life will — 
it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4) 
2  ‘My lord the king, let the — — on 
me and on my father’s family, and 
let the king and his throne be 
without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4) 
3  O raid (anag.) (5) 
4  ‘If two of you on earth — about 
anything you ask for, it will be done 
for you by my Father in 
heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5) 
5  Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4) 
6  What the older son heard as he 
came near the house the day his 
prodigal brother came home (Luke 
15:25) (5) 

10 ‘Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with — 
judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5) 
11 Do ten(anag.)(5) 
12 Architectural style first used in 
Greek temples in the sixth century 
BC (5) 
13 Capable of being used
(1Kings7:36)(9) 
14 ‘Each one should — his own 
actions’(Galatians6:4)(4) 
15 Among the items imported by 
Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 
Kings 10:22) (4) 
18 ‘But I am afraid that just —— 
was deceived by the serpent’s 
cunning, your minds may somehow 
be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) 
(2,3) 
20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn 
writer, — Watts(5) 
21 One of the four sons of Asher
(Genesis46:17)(5) 
22 Be distressed(Proverbs24:19)(4) 
23 He was the father of Gaal, who 
threatened rebellion against 
Abimelech (Judges 9:28) (4) 

Solutions page 20  

Apologies for the error in last month’s crossword, if you did 

manage to complete it, you must apply to Oxford 

University! 
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First day back 

It was the first day of school. 

As the new Head made his 

rounds, he heard a terrible 

commotion coming from one of the 

classrooms. He rushed in and 

spotted one boy, taller than the 

others, who seemed to be making 

the most noise. He seized the lad, 

dragged him to the hall, and 

despite his protests, told him to 

wait there until he was excused. 

Returning to the classroom, the 

Head restored order and lectured 

the class about the importance 

of good behaviour. “Now,” he 

said,” are there any questions?” 

One girl stood up timidly. “Please 

sir,” she asked, “May we have our 

teacher back?” 

What they say 
When my older brother was very 
young, he always walked up to the 
church altar with my mother when she 
took Holy Communion. On every 
occasion, he tugged at her arm and 
asked, “What does the priest say when 
he gives you the bread?” Mum would 
always lean over and whisper 
something in his ear. Imagine his shock 
many years later when he learned that 
the priest doesn’t say, “Be quiet until 
you get to your seat.” 

Back to school 
Young James finished his summer 
holidays and went back to school. Two 
days later his teacher phoned his mother 
to tell her that James was misbehaving. 
“Wait a minute!” protested his mum. “I 
had him here for weeks and I never once 
called YOU when he misbehaved!” 
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Harvest Thanksgiving 2022 
Last year’s harvest festival celebrations were a 
great success, and we are looking forward to this 
year with eagerness.  It’s always good to get 
together for a cuppa and a chat.  

 This year we have decided to focus our fund raising on Grifaid, a 
charity which provides water filters to offer clean and cheap water to 

anyone in need.  The filters are portable and can be 
used in any situation where water is unsafe to use, 
including refugee camps and disaster areas.  I have 
seen these filters demonstrated in my school and they 
are amazing! 

 On Saturday 17th September, 10am-12am, we are 
holding our harvest coffee morning in the church annex, 
to raise funds to donate to Grifaid.  We have invited a 
lady to give a demonstration of these 
marvellous filters and to answer any 

questions you may have.  This is a great opportunity to 
see one of these amazing filters working and to donate 
to this wonderful charity. 

 Clean, fresh water is a resource we take for granted 
but it can be taken from us at any time.  We all know 
what it’s like when the water gets turned off for a couple 
of hours! 

These filters are a lifeline to so many people.  Please 
come and join us for our coffee morning and harvest celebrations and 
let’s give thanks by supporting this great cause. 

 Every penny counts and is appreciated, and we always love to see 
everyone. 

Thanks 

Barbara Hall 
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General Synod Presidential Address by 

the Archbishop of York 

Happy Birthday to Hadrian’s Wall 
It was 1900 years ago, from 13th September 122 to 128, that Hadrian’s 
Wall was built in northern England. It ran for nearly 80 miles from coast to 
coast and marked the northern limit of the Roman Empire. The Roman 
Emperor, Hadrian, wanted to separate the Romans from ‘the barbarians’. 

 In pre-Christian England the Picts – from Scotland, or Caledonia –
 were a real threat, often raiding Roman territories, using what we would 
call guerilla warfare to steal cattle and capture slaves in a province far 
from the centre of the empire. But the Wall also served to encourage 
trading with those outside, and enable the Romans to tax anyone who 
entered their territory. 

 Hadrian had a mixed reputation as Emperor. Described by historian 
Edward Gibbon as one of the “five good emperors”, he was regarded by 
many as a benevolent dictator but by others as remote (he did spend a 
great deal of time away from Rome) and authoritarian, sometimes 
generous and sometimes cruel. He was certainly ambitious. 

 He was responsible for putting down the Bar Kokhba revolt in Judea 
(132-136) in an almost genocidal way. More than half a million Jews 
perished, and many more died of starvation or disease. This is a critical 
event in the history of the Jewish people. 

 Today the Wall remains the largest surviving archaeological feature 
from Roman Britain, and an amazing feat of engineering through difficult 
country – though only 10 per cent of it remains still visible. It is sometimes 
mistakenly thought to mark the English-Scottish border, but in fact most 
of Northumberland – an English county – is north of the wall. 

Following Jesus isn’t easy. 
In the public square our words will often be misunderstood, 
misinterpreted and misquoted. People will think we’re woke, naïve, 
misguided, too left wing, too right wing, too liberal or too conservative. 
We will be applauded for taking a moral stand, and pilloried for getting 
involved in politics. At the same time. On the same issue. But, knowing 
very well that we will sometimes get it wrong, what we are trying to be, is 
faithful to Jesus. 
 In personal witness we will sometimes meet scorn, apathy, even 
hostility. That which means most to us, will be considered trivial, 
laughable and neanderthal by some. But when we do share the 
gospel, we will find ourselves standing on the holy ground of other 
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A 
 University lecturer stood in front of his class holding a glass of 
water.  “How heavy is this glass of water?”  Melissa, would you 
care to answer?” “Erm, 8 ounces” she said?  Another student 
said “12 ounces?” “16 ounces” came another reply. 

 The lecturer said, “The absolute weight of the glass doesn’t matter, it 
depends on how long I hold on to it.  If I hold it for a minute, nothing 
happens, if I hold it for an hour, my arm will begin to ache, if I hold it all 
day long my arm will feel numb and paralised”.  “The weight of the glass 
hasn’t changed, but the longer I hold on to it, the heavier it becomes.  
 The stresses and the worries of life are like this glass of water, if you 
think about them for a little while, there’s no problem, if you think about it 
for a little bit longer, it begins to hurt.  If you think about them all day long, 
you’ll feel paralised, incapable of doing anything.  Always remember, put 
the glass down. 

A University Lecturer 

people’s stories – and their pain – and often we won’t have the words to 
say, such as when we’re ministering to those whose lives are cut short, or 
when taking the funeral of a child. 
 Our hearts will be pierced, and like Mary standing at the foot of the 
cross, our witness will be a silent vigil and a determination to abide. 
We will carry a towel, not a flag.  We will issue an invitation, not a 
summons. We will, wherever possible, roll away stones. 
 In overseeing and resourcing the church for ministry, a responsibility 
that we all share, we will have to make painful and difficult decisions. In 
facing up to mistakes, we will be humbled, especially by our failings to 
safeguard the Church or to root out racism or even just to communicate 
well, and show kindness to each other, in these things, we will be pierced 
and broken. 
 Yet the sight of the Most High gladdens and sustains us. For me, that 
is around the table of the Lord and in the daily slog and diet of prayer and 
the comfort of scripture. 
 And for all of us, laity, priests and bishops, the whole people of God, 
we must, as our first priority and the first call upon our lives, pay attention 
to those sources of replenishing grace that are given us in word and 
worship, in sacrament and fellowship, enabling us to persevere, to get 
better, to make amends, to love one another. 
 So this is what I say to myself each day: Stephen, know your need of 
God; know that you need resources outside yourself; don’t believe your 
own publicity; own up to your mistakes; don’t think you’re in charge or 
this is your church. It isn’t. And seek out those places of prayerful 
contemplation and replenishing where you will know God’s love for you. 
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It was only 200 years ago, 

on 11th September 1822, 

that the Roman Catholic 

Church admitted that the 

16th century astronomer 

Galileo Galilei might have 

been right about the Earth 

orbiting the Sun.  The 

College of Cardinals 

reversed the Church’s 

condemnation of his ideas. 

Galileo had spent the last nine years of his life under house arrest for 

publishing his work on the subject. 

 Galileo (1564 –1642) was a brilliant scientist and a pious Catholic. 

Albert Einstein called him the father of modern science, and he was one 

of the first to state that the laws of nature were mathematical. He was not 

infallible, however: his theories on tides were quite wrong: he described 

the idea that the moon influenced them as “childish” and “occult”. 

 His support for heliocentrism, a theory that had existed since the 

Ancient Greeks, however, was spot on, but the consensus at the time – 

political, scientific and religious – held that the Earth was the centre of 

the universe, and that any other view was “foolish, absurd and heretical”. 

That was the conclusion of the Inquisition in 1615. 

 Some 17 years later, Galileo published his theories, but unfortunately 

in a way that alienated the Pope, who until then had given him support as 

a scientist. He was tried by the Inquisition, who found him “vehemently 

suspect of heresy”, forced him to recant, and subjected him to house 

arrest. It could have been worse. 

The Cardinals’ decision in 1822 was a bit late to help Galileo, but it 

represented a big shift for the Roman Catholic Church – though it was 

not until 1835 that his work was removed from the Vatican’s list of 

banned books. And it was only in 1992 that Pope John Paul II conceded 

officially that the Earth was not stationary in the heavens. Eight years 

after that he apologised to Galileo for the way he had been treated. 

When the Church first agreed that the 

Earth went around the Sun 
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Our two granddaughters were staying on holiday with us, so we all 
decided to go and wish Laura a very happy 90th birthday. After a quick 
rendition of Happy Birthday, from the girls and grandparents, Laura was 
being treated to a nice meal out with her neighbour and friend. The 
birthday celebrations continued all week with visits from her many friends 
and relatives. 

Wishing you a Happy Birthday from all your friends at St Andrews.      CB  

Chilton Moor ladies and 
guests had a fab outing 
on Thursday visiting 
Tennants Auction House 
at Leyburn. We had home 
made shortbread with tea 
or coffee on arrival, a 
video presentation the 
business, a talk by a 
painting expert about how 
paintings were valued, a 
two course lunch followed 
by a guided tour to look as 
soooo many to be auctioned. We then had time to look around 
independently before enjoying jam and cream scone and brownie with 
tea or coffee before leaving. Every one enjoyed themselves.  I can 
certainly recommend this as an outing, it was something totally different!  
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Beetle 
The Beetle drive is on the second 
Thursday of the month in Churchill 
Square Community Centre from 2-
4pm for an afternoon of fun and 
games.  New members are more than 
welcome to come along and join in. 

Jean Campbell  

The craft class meet in 
the Church Annexe 
every Monday from 

2-4pm 

In the cycle of prayer for our village 
we pray for every member of our 
community who is returning to school. 
We pray for their places of education 
to be overflowing with creativity, 

inspiration and opportunity. 
We pray for your peace to fill the classrooms and dining halls, the 
playgrounds and school buses, and the hearts and minds of those who 
are worried about returning to school. 
We pray that you will equip the teachers and teaching assistants with the 
tools they need to help the children and young people in their care to fulfil 
their potential. 
We commend our children and young people into your care. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

MOTHERS 
UNION 

ST. ANDREW’S 
It was decided to change the time of 
the meeting from an evening to an 
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third 
Thursday of the month. We hope this 
will be convenient to all members, 
and maybe we could welcome new 
members. 

Miscellaneous observations on daily life 
We were not put on this earth to see through each other…. But to see 
each other through. – Peter de Vries 
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right 
time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment. – 
Dorothy Nevill 
It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them. – Alfred 
Adler 
For beautiful eyes, look for the good in others; for beautiful lips, speak 
only words of kindness; and for poise, walk with knowledge that you are 
never alone. – Audrey Hepburn 
A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks. – Charles Gordy 
Happiness sometimes comes through doors you didn’t even know you 
left open. – Anon 
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Why Belong to the Church? 

September is that time of year when we get back to school after the 
summer break, along with our other routines. As disciples (lit: learners) 
we are all called to learn from Jesus and live like Him. God wants us to 
make a difference as disciples in our school and workplace, family and 
friends.  As Paul writes: 

‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him.’ (Colossians 3:17). 

‘WHATEVER you do’: God is at work in every aspect of our lives. He can 
use whatever we do to make a difference to those around. Do we believe 
this? Our lives shouldn’t be like an orange, segmented into the sacred 
and secular, but more like an apple, in which the whole is available to 
God. 

 ‘Whatever YOU do’:  God wants to use us to share God’s love with 
the people around us, wherever we spend time. We can trust Him for the 
resources we need hour by hour, day by day, year by year. What do we 
need from Him? 

 ‘Whatever you DO’: Our work is for God alone, as a response to 
God’s love for us. How does this perspective make a difference when 
what we do seems hard, unrewarding, or unappreciated by others? 

 A man standing on a train platform was asked one day: ‘Who are 
you?’ He replied, ‘I am a Christian thinly disguised as an accountant.’ If 
we were asked the same question I wonder what we would say. As 
disciples of Jesus Christ, our identity is rooted in God and His call upon 
our lives. For each of us, September represents going back to school with 
Jesus, to learn how we can live for Him. 

Back to School 

Many people are struggling to connect with church today following the 
pandemic. However, we should ‘not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing’ (Hebrews 10:25). The church is not simply a 
building or services, but a shared friendship with Jesus, as the NT makes 
clear. 

The Family of God 

The church is a community united by their love for God and readiness to 
sharing this love with others: ‘a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
wonderful light’ (1 Peter 2:9). It is in the life of the church that people 
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On Friday July 22nd, between the hours of 

7.00pm and 11.30pm, Fencehouses rocked to 

the music of the 50’s and 60’s. 

 This was in aid of McMillan.  The money 

raised goes direct to Sunderland ‘Rise Against Cancer’.  Everyone had a 

great night, burned lots of calories! 

 Many thanks to Lynn and all who bought tickets, gave raffle prizes 

and gave generous donations, raising a grand total of £400.  Thank you 

and well done to all who worked to make this happen 

 There are now plans to hold a disco every month in Dubmire Royal 

British Legion Club due to 

people in the area requesting 

this. For more information, 

contact The Royal British 

Legion Club. 

Jean Campbell 

 

can connect with God’s love. 

The Body of Christ 

The church is also Christ’s body on earth, ‘The body is a unit, though it is 
made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one 
body. So it is with Christ’ (1 Cor 12:12). We all have a unique contribution 
to make, using our different gifts, experience and passion. However, 
beware of those attitudes that stop us representing Christ: inferiority (‘I 
have nothing to offer’) or superiority (‘I don’t need you’). 

A Holy Temple 

In the OT the temple, was God’s home on earth; now the church has 
become His home: ‘In Him the whole building is joined together … in Him 
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
byHhis Spirit.’ (Ephesians 1: 21,22). Church is a place where people can 
be loved, accepted and welcomed home. Is this our experience of church 
and what changes would make it more as God intends? 

Don’t forget: ‘The local church is the hope of the world’ (Bill Hybels). 

Community Team Spirit  Disco Night 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Your church certainly seems to have taken to the 
idea of green electricity with a vengeance. To have 
covered the whole of your roof with solar panels 
was a brave move, and it makes quite a sight – especially when the sun 
catches them, dazzling motorists on the by-pass and causing multiple pile
-ups. I pity the local pigeons, who try to land on it and then do a gentle 
glissade into the gutters. 

 I know there have been objections to your proposal to erect a wind 
turbine in your car park – although no one could claim that it spoils the 
aesthetic appearance of your church. Nothing, my dear Darren, could do 
that. 

 May I humbly offer you some further suggestions for reducing your 
electricity consumption. If you cut your sermons by half, then everyone 
could go home 20 minutes earlier. Similarly, if you only sang each chorus 
once instead of your customary 17 times, that should cut your service 
times in half.  And why have lighting so good that everyone can see 
everyone else? That is the last thing our own congregation ever want to 
do. 

 I raised the issue at our last church council meeting, but having only 
recently gone on to electricity, there seemed little enthusiasm for yet 
more change. Major Hastings still fondly remembers our old acetylene 
plant in the churchyard, destroyed during one Mattins when the verger 
was unaware of the gas leak and lit up a cigarette. We still occasionally 
find pieces of his cassock when mowing the grass. 

 Mr Prentice, with a slightly malicious gleam, suggested building a 
treadmill, to be worked by the Young Farmers – which would also keep 
them out of the pub while Evensong was taking place. I couldn’t help 
feeling that our Ladies Group would have far more determination to keep 
the thing rotating – probably providing enough energy to light the entire 
County. I was tempted to suggest we invite the vicar from our adjoining 
parish, St Agatha’s, to preach every Sunday, as that would fill our church 
with more than enough hot air. 

 I finally stopped all further discussion on the subject when a solar 
panel consultant arrived at the Rectory and began his sales pitch with the 
phrase: “I’ve come to convert you”. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 



Bill’s Gardening Tips For September 
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Lift and divide herbaceous perennials to 
provide new plants. 

Net ponds. 

Plant spring bulbs. 

Continue feeding and deadheading baskets 
and containers. They can keep going until the 
first frosts. 

Deadhead penstemons, dahlias and roses to 
keep flowering. 

Prune late flowering shrubs. 

Prune climbing and rambling roses once they 
have finished flowering. 

Keep camellias and rhododendrons well-watered to ensure next year's 
buds develop well. 

Raise mower blades and apply autumn fertiliser to lawns. 

Raise pots off the ground to prevent waterlogging. 













Christian Worship In Fence Houses 
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out 

more. All are welcome. 

St Andrew:  Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist    

    (Communion) 

    Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion 

Christian Activities In Fence Houses 
Tuesday:  (2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club) 

Monday:  Quilting Group (St Andrew) 

Thursday:  (3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew) 

    (4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew) 

    Churchill Square  Community Room  

St John: 

Sunday :  Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm 

Monday:  Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am 

Thursday:  Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm 

Saturday:  Coffee Morning 

    Second Saturday of each Month 






