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Vicar’s Letter October 2022 
From Rev Tony 

Dear Friends, 
Like countless people in the country, I 
have mourned the recent death of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11. Although 
she was 96 and death is not totally 
unexpected at that age, when it came it 
was a tremendous shock to me. Queen 
Elizabeth was “a constant” in the shifting 
sands of life, and her life has been a 
wonderful example to us all especially in 
the way she witnessed to her Christian 

faith and I’m sure she will have already heard Jesus say to her, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant!” We rejoice of course that 
we have a new King, King Charles 111, and there is a real sense 
that the wind of change is blowing over the whole nation, indeed 
over the world.   
 The weather is also changing now and we have said 
goodbye to summer and have welcomed in autumn,  as Keats 
called it, “the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,” with the 
changing views of the English landscape, the loss of the heat of 
the sun and increasing reduction in daylight hours. 
And it’s not just the weather experiencing changes in seasons, 
we do also!  Our lives have seasons: periods of predictable time 
where certain things happen.  The differences between the 
changes of seasons in weather and the changes of seasons in 
life, however, can be difficult and sometimes not much fun. And 
just like the weather, there’s a balance and purpose to the 
seasons in our lives reflected very much in the scripture passage 
from Ecclesiastes verse 1 “There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the heavens.”  
 In all the seasons of our lives, we move through these times 
of transitions just like the weather does.  Perhaps the transitions 
of life are harder than the seasons because we can feel the 
changes.  Maybe there’s fear in what’s coming or the sheer 
unknown causes us more than a little trepidation. 
 In the grand scheme of things, we are powerless.  And we 
are certainly powerless to control the seasons of our lives. But 
as we continue life’s journey, always remember that in this 
complete lack of control, God is there. 
 

With my love and prayers, 
Reverend Tony 
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It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Queen Elizabeth 
II. We pray for King Charles III, as he both mourns his mother and settles 
into the hugely demanding role of being our King. 

We can offer you a variety of people remembering the Queen, and 
commenting on her life., from the Archbishops and Bishops, other well-
known Christian leaders, and reflections on her Christlike service to the 
nation. 

 Other than that, October also brings us everything from the Christian 
Resources Exhibition to Bible Sunday, from Prisons Week to Animal 
Welfare Sunday, from Halloween to St Luke’s Day and the subject of 
healing. 

 There is also the ongoing war in Ukraine, the cost-of-living crisis, the 
drought, and increasing persecution of the Church in Nigeria. 

We can offer you material on all of it, plus lots, lots more. 

 This winter looks set to be difficult, and our magazine has an 
important role to play in comforting and cheering people, reminding them 
that God is still there for them, no matter what problems are threatening 
them. 

 And so, as the evenings draw in, we hope you had a good summer, 
and that you can settle easily into this coming autumn. 

With all good wishes 

Tour of Britain passes St Andrews 
In the blink of an eye, between 
lightening flashes and accompanied 
by a phalanx of police motorcyclist 
outriders,108 Lycra-clad cyclists 
zoomed past St Andrews on 
Tuesday 6th September on Stage 3 
of the 2022 Tour of Britain cycle 
race. This was the third of eight 
stages of the race which started on 
the 4th September in Aberdeen. The 
stage started in Durham and headed 
out west to the dales eventually 
passing through Barnard Castle and 
Bishop Auckland before arriving after some rain-drenched 150 kilometers 
in Chilton Moor. Another 15 kilometers saw Belgian rider Kamiel Bonneu 
cross the  finishing line first in Sunderland. Although stages 4 & 5 went 
ahead in the following two days the final three stages were cancelled as 
a consequence of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II. 



Page 3  

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, said: 
“It is with profound sadness that I join 
the nation, the Commonwealth and the 
world in mourning the death of Her Late 
Majesty The Queen. My prayers are 
with The King and the Royal Family. 
May God draw near them and comfort 
them in the days, weeks and months 
ahead. 
 “As we grieve together, we know that, in losing our beloved Queen, 
we have lost the person whose steadfast loyalty, service and humility has 
helped us make sense of who we are through decades of extraordinary 
change in our world, nation and society. 
 “As deep as our grief runs, even deeper is our gratitude for Her Late 
Majesty’s extraordinary dedication to the United Kingdom, her Realms and 
the Commonwealth. Through times of war and hardship, through seasons 
of upheaval and change, and through moments of joy and celebration, we 
have been sustained by Her Late Majesty’s faith in what and who we are 
called to be. 
“In the darkest days of the Coronavirus pandemic, The Late Queen spoke 
powerfully of the light that no darkness can overcome. As she had done 
before, she reminded us of a deep truth about ourselves – we are a 
people of hope who care for one another. Even as The Late Queen 
mourned the loss of her beloved husband, Prince Philip, we saw once 
again evidence of her courage, resilience and instinct for putting the 
needs of others first – all signs of a deeply rooted Christian faith. 
 “As we sustain one another in the face of this challenge, our shared 
grieving will also be a work of shared reimagining. I pray that we 
commence this journey with a sense of Her Late Majesty’s faith and 
confidence in the future. 
 “As a faithful Christian disciple, and also Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England, she lived out her faith every day of her life. Her trust in 
God and profound love for God was foundational in how she led her life – 
hour by hour, day by day. 
 “In The Late Queen’s life, we saw what it means to receive the gift of 
life we have been given by God and – through patient, humble, selfless 
service – share it as a gift to others. 
 “Her Late Majesty found great joy and fulfilment in the service of her 
people and her God, “whose service is perfect freedom” (BCP). For giving 
her whole life to us, and allowing her life of service to be an instrument of 
God’s peace among us, we owe her a debt of gratitude beyond measure. 
 “The Late Queen leaves behind a truly extraordinary legacy: one that 
is found in almost every corner of our national life, as well as the lives 
of so many nations around the world, and especially in the  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
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Commonwealth. 
 “It was my great privilege to meet Her Late Majesty on many 
occasions. Her clarity of thinking, capacity for careful listening, inquiring 
mind, humour, remarkable memory and extraordinary kindness invariably 
left me conscious of the blessing that she has been to us all. 
 “May Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II rest in peace and rise in 
glory.” 
The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, said: 
“Her Majesty has served this nation with such deep love for the people 
and care for the well-being of all. Her devotion to her duty and 
responsibilities have been amazing. All of this has been firmly rooted in 
her deep personal faith in Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour.” 
The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell said: 
“I join with many throughout our country and beyond as we mourn the 
death of Her Majesty The Queen.  Throughout her long reign, and in all 
the confusions and challenges of a changing world, Her Majesty has been 
a constant, faithful presence. 
 “In 2014, Her Majesty remarked, “Christ’s example has taught me to 
seek, to respect and value all people of whatever faith or none.” 
 “The Queen’s gift to engage with everyone whom she met and the 
ability to make them feel at ease was a remarkable skill and one which 
showed a deep connection to the people she served and a desire to live 
out Jesus’ teaching. On the occasions I had the pleasure of meeting Her 
Majesty, I can testify to the warmth and joy she brought to every occasion. 
But most of all, it was the resolute reality of her faith that struck me 
powerfully. 
 “In Her Majesty’s first Christmas broadcast, ahead of her Coronation 
she asked the nation, whatever their religion, to pray that God would give 
her wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promise she would be 
making and to faithfully serve God and us all the days of her life. 
 “That is most definitely a prayer that has been answered. Her service 
to our nation and Commonwealth has been exemplified by her devotion to 
her duty, which has always been offered with joy. Underpinning this has 
been her deep faith in God and in her we have witnessed God’s 
faithfulness at work. 
 “Do join me in praying for members of the Royal Family over the 
coming weeks as the God who sustained Her Majesty throughout her life, 
guides them and brings them comfort. Above all, we pray also for our new 
King in the responsibilities that now rest upon him. 
 “The Queen was not shy in speaking of her faith and the hope and 
strength she found in Jesus Christ. At the heart of the good news of God 
is that through the death and resurrection of his son Jesus, the promise of 
new and eternal life is offered to us all. This belief, this hope, sustained 
our Queen and as she rejoices in that promise fulfilled so we too can draw 
comfort and hope from it. 
 “Many of us will struggle to imagine the life of our nation without the 
Queen. Her constancy and faithfulness has been deeply reassuring in a 
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world that has changed so much. We give thanks for the Queen’s 
example, devotion and huge achievements. She found stability, 
perseverance and confidence in Jesus Christ who was the source of her 
hope and peace. May that also be true for each of us and for our nation; 
and may our dearly departed Queen rest in peace and rise in glory.” 

 

Tony and I both knew Laura and Neville from our 
time in Washington. And they were the warmest 
and most genuine people you could wish to meet. 
Neville sadly died not long after I joined the 
church. But visiting Laura was always one of those 
pastoral encounters I would look forward to. She 
was someone who was filled with life and joy. 
Utterly dedicated to her family and the church. 
One of her favourite causes was the Children's 
society so it's very appropriate that when we take 
services to raise funds for the Children's society in 
advent we'll wear the purple chasuble and stole 
donated in their memory. In that often dark time of 
the year. The bright colours of the cross are a 
reminder of the hope that is just around the corner. In the coming of the Christ 
child at Christmas. We are incredibly grateful to the Widdowfield family for this 
very generous gift which will be well used in memory of Neville and Laura. 

Chasuble And Stole Donated By The 

Widdowfield Family 

Parish Magazine June 1954 

Our very good wishes also to Mr. and 

Mrs. Widdowfield or their recent 

marriage. I realise I have been here 
quite a while, when I reflect that 

the bride, Miss Laura Hardie, was in 

the Junior Sunday School, when I 

came! Very impressive at this wedding 
was the absolute stillness as these 

two made their promises, and the 

feeling that the congregation were 
really taking their part in the 

prayers later. We are glad to know 

that, for the present at least Mr. 

and Mrs. Widdowfield are to live in 
the parish. 

PARISH REGISTER. 

Holy Matrimony. George Jackson and 

June Lowther. John Neville 

Widdowfield and Laura Hardie. 
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October Crossword 

Across 
1  Tertullus, who presented the high 
priest’s case against Paul in his trial 
before Felix, was one (Acts 24:1) 
(6) 

4  As balm (anag.) (6) 

8  Having explored Canaan, he and 
Joshua urged the Israelites to take 
possession of it (Numbers 13:30) 
(5) 

9  On becoming king of Judah, he 
had all six of his brothers killed (2 
Chronicles 21:4) (7) 

10 ‘Even the — has found a home, 
and the swallow a nest for 
herself’ (Psalm 84:3) (7) 

11 Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5) 

12 ‘And now I will show you the 
most — way’(1Corinthians12:31) (9) 

17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he? 
Did we not —— the same spirit and 
follow the same course?’ (2 
Corinthians 12:18) (3,2) 

19 Mice den(anag.)(7) 

21 How Egypt is often described in 
the Old Testament: ‘the land of — 
’ (Exodus 13:3) (7) 

22 One of the first Levites to resettle 
in Jerusalem after the exile in 
Babylon (1 Chronicles 9:15) (5) 

23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers 
is —,so he did not open his 
mouth’ (Isaiah 53:7) (6) 

24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6) 

Down 
1  Ravenous insect inflicted on 
Egypt in vast numbers as the eighth 
plague (Exodus 10:14) (6) 

2  Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7) 

3  Small piece of live coal or wood 
in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5) 

5  Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy 
2:5) (7) 

6  The original name of Abraham’s 
wife (Genesis 17:15) (5) 

7  ‘So in Christ we who are many 
form one body, and each — belongs 
to all the others’ (Romans 12:5) (6) 

9  According to Peter, a wife’s 
beauty should not come from 
wearing this (1 Peter 3:3) (9) 

13 ‘For God did not send his Son 
into the world to — the world’ (John 
3:17) (7) 

14 ‘The Lord of heaven and 
earth...does not live in — built by 
hands’ (Acts 17:24) (7) 

15 ‘If your hand — you to sin,cut it 
off’(Mark9:43)(6) 

16 Something like these fell from 
Saul’s eyes as soon as Ananias 
placed his hands on him (Acts 9:18) 
(6) 

18 Track(Job41:30)(5)  

20 Religious doctrine(5) 

Solutions page 20  
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Did you mean what you just said? 
The following are genuine notes left for 
milkmen. 

~  Dear Milkman: I’ve just had a baby, 
please leave another one. 

~  Cancel one pint after the day after 
today. 

~  Please don’t leave any more milk. All 
they do is drink it. 

~  Please close the gate behind you 
because the birds keep pecking the tops 
of the milk. 

~  Please bring me a form about cheap 
milk, as my boyfriend has made me 
stagnant. 

~  Please do not leave milk at no. 14 as 
he is dead until further notice. 

Late 

Sidesman to timid 

parishioner:  Why are you 

late? 

Timid 

Parishioner:  Church 

started before I got here. 

Henry Ford’s secret 
When the late Mr and Mrs 
Henry Ford celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary, a 
reporter asked them: “To what 
do you attribute your fifty years 
of successful married life?” 

“The formula,” said Ford, “is the 
same formula I have always 
used in making cars – just stick 
to one model.” 
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Bill’s Gardening Tips For October 

Church Finances 
Michael Baxter  

I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during August 

2022. Expenditure for the month was £1919 more than the income. 

A great month for a good tidy up. 
Protect half-hardy plants with fleece or bring them into a frost-free 
environment. 
Sweep up fallen leaves which may harbour fungal spores. 
Lift and divide overcrowded perennials. 
Lift and store dahlia and begonia tubers, ditto gladioli corms. Remove 
dead foliage before storing, 
Take hardwood cuttings from deciduous shrubs. 
Prune rambling and climbing roses, tie in to prevent wind damage. Clear 
up fallen rose leaves to prevent diseases like black spot from over-
wintering. 
Clear overhanging plants from pathways. 
Cut back spent perennials. 
After tidying borders, mulch with spent compost from emptied containers. 
Remove greenhouse shading. 
Clear leaves from lawns to allow light to the grass. 
Possibly a last mow before winter. Aerate the lawn with a garden fork to 
avoid compaction and waterlogging. Rake out any thatch. It's not too late 
to repair any damaged areas with new turf. 
Keep bird baths and feeders topped up. 
            Happy gardening! 
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Fencehouses War Memorial 

Celebrating Bible Sunday 30th 

October 
What is a good way to ‘celebrate’ this annual day of 
appreciation for our Bibles?  One way might be to 
send a Bible to someone in prison.  Certainly, 
Bibles seem to be wanted there just now. 
Bible Society reports that: “Prison chaplains are 
telling us that more and more prisoners urgently 
want to read God’s Word. Dominic Dring, who 
serves at two prisons, says he brings ten Bibles in with him and every 
one of them gets taken. 
 “This is an amazing opportunity. You can share the transformative 
love of Jesus with someone who has lost everything. You can increase 
the number of Bibles going into prisons this year. As demand rises, we 
need your help to meet it. Just £10 can provide a Bible to a prisoner in a 
UK prison. Imagine the impact that could have on someone longing for a 
second chance.” 
More at https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/contact-us/ 

Last month saw the 100th anniversary of the 
unveiling of Fencehouses War Memorial, on 
September 23rd, 1922 to be precise. In 
August 1919, a meeting was held of the 
Fence Houses branch of the National 
Federation of Discharged Sailors and 
Soldiers in the Miners’ Hall, Fencehouses, to 
consider the question of providing a war 
memorial to those who had made the 
supreme sacrifice, in the area of the branch 
which comprised Little Lumley, New 
Lambton, Morton Grange Parish, Bank Head 
and Colliery Row. After many committee 
meetings and fundraising efforts, it was decided, in July 1920, that the 
memorial should take form of a drinking fountain. By July 1922, opinion had 
changed and the contract for the erection of the memorial was awarded to Mr 

J. Smith, Monumental Sculptor, Ropery 
Lane, Chester-le-Street, at a cost of £480. 
The memorial was to be of stone with a 
centre marble tablet, bearing an 
inscription. The chosen site was given by 
the Lambton and Hetton Collieries Ltd., 
near the entrance to Morton House. The 
unveiling was by Lord Joicey on Saturday, 
September 23rd, 1922 at 2:00pm. 
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Community Team Spirit 
South Tyneside and Sunderland 

NHS Foundation Trust 
15/08/2022 

 
Dear Jean Amelia, Lynn and all friends and supporters of Community 
Team Spirit, Chilton Moor, 
Many thanks for your generous donation of £400.00p to Rise above 
Cancer raised on the July 22d disco at the Royal British Legion, Dubmire. 
Your kindness is greatly appreciated. 
Your donation helps us to continue to provide much-needed help and 
support to people affected by cancer and their families. The Cancer 
Information and Support Centre’s at South Tyneside & Sunderland 
provides the following services this is only possible through the amazing 
donations which we receive from people like you, we receive no 
government funding to help cancer patients; 
• A sympathetic listening service to people affected by cancer which 

includes patients, carers and families; 
• Benefits and welfare rights advice administered by dedicated 

professional advisors; 
• Financial assistance with Macmillan Grants; 
• Professional Counselling services for patients, complementary 

therapy for patient and carers; 
• Look Good Feel Better sessions for ladies going through treatment 

and soon to start sessions for men; 
• Bandanas for Hair Loss sufferers; 
• Dedicated pre-arranged parking bays for patients attending 

chemotherapy; 
• Advice and support at Chemotherapy. sessions at the Phoenix Ward 

in the hospital; 
• Access to a large library of Macmillan Cancer Information Booklets; 
• Referrals to a charitable legal organisation to discuss employment 

issues, support with Wills and putting Palliative patients Affairs in 
Order & Guardianship of children etc. 

All of this is only available through the kind donations and fundraising 
events we receive from people like you; please help us to help others. 
Once again, please accept our grateful thanks. Please note Our new 
charity name for working across both sites now. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Deb Spraggon 
Deborah Spraggon 
Macmillan Operations Support Manager 
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One hundred years ago, on 24th October 
1922, George Cadbury died. He had 
transformed his father’s failing chocolate 
and cocoa business into one of the world’s 
most successful companies and provided 
low-cost housing and improved working 
conditions for his employees. 

 George was the third son of John 
Cadbury, a Quaker who founded Cadbury’s 
cocoa and chocolate company. With his 
brother Richard, George took over the family business in 1861 and 
founded the chocolate producer Cadbury Brothers. But his consuming 
interest was in the welfare of his employees and others: having taught in 
an adult school he was aware that poor housing was a major problem. 

 One of his first moves was to relocate his factory to a greenfield site 
south-west of Birmingham with access to canals and the new railways. It 
was here that he later founded a Quaker higher educational institution – 
now the Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre. 

 But apart from his chocolate he is best known for his creation of a 
rural factory village (designed by architect William Alexander Harvey), 
called Bournville after the nearby river Bourn. The houses – not 
exclusively for factory employees – were never privately owned, and they 
remain attractive and affordable to the present day: a huge change from 
the poor living conditions in town. 

 Cadbury was a keen proponent of Quaker values. In 1901 he bought 
the Daily News (later the News Chronicle), where he campaigned for 
improved working conditions and social security. He was prominent in 
setting up the Birmingham Civic Society in 1918, and he gave a country 
park to the people of Birmingham, as well as a large house to the 
Crippled Children’s Union to use as a hospital. It is now the Royal 
Orthopaedic Hospital. 

George Cadbury – the chocolate 

man with a heart for welfare 

Giving your pennies 
Many thanks to those who give their odd 
pennies.  The latest amount totalled to 
£47.13 towards church funds.  
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On September 17th we held a Coffee Morning as part of our Harvest Festival 
and our friend Barbara had invited along representatives from Grifaid to talk to 
us about the amazing work they do with portable water filters. 
 Grifaid water filters were developed by The Safe Water Trust, the 
outcome of a Rotary project which is supported by Cleadon and District 
Rotary Club.  The gentleman doing the demonstration this morning was the 
very man who had invented the filter, wanting a project when he retired from 
his career as an engineer! 
 Watching the pump in action was nothing short of miraculous as it not 
only cleans the water but removes the 
harmful bacteria saving lives around the 
world where clean water is a real issues, 
including war zones like the Ukraine and 
areas where climate disasters have 
impacted like the recent floods in Pakistan. 
 The money raised from our coffee 
morning and our Harvest Festival Service 
tomorrow will be donated to this shoestring 
operation that makes such a difference in 
peoples lives. 
You can find out more on their website www.grifaid.org 

We are all horrified by the 
situation in Ukraine and we are 
pleased to tell you that Grifaid is 
helping to provide clean water 
where it is needed. 
The charity Shelterbox has 
funded 2,000 Family 
Filters ,which will leave our 
factory early next week for 
Ukraine. 

Thank You 
A very big THANK 
YOU to everyone 
for their donations 
to the Pakistan 
flood and the 
Grifaid appeals. 
Your generosity 
means that we 
have been able to 
send £100 to help 
those suffering the 
horrendous floods 
and £260 towards 
providing portable 
water filters so 
that families have 
the benefit of 
having safe 
drinking water. 
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Beetle 
The Beetle drive is on the second 
Thursday of the month in Churchill 
Square Community Centre from 2-
4pm for an afternoon of fun and 
games.  New members are more than 
welcome to come along and join in. 

Jean Campbell  

The craft class meet in 
the Church Annexe 
every Monday from 

2-4pm 

In the cycle of prayer for our village 
we pray for that our neighbours and 
residents of the neighbourhood will 
know Jesus more deeply in their lives 

and have the opportunity to flourish as a community. 
God, we ask for a flourishing community, where neighbours learn to love 
each other and come to know Jesus. We pray that we can be good 
stewards of Your love to each one of our neighbours. We ask that You 
help us to learn from our community, and it may be a place where all are 
welcomed. 

MOTHERS 
UNION 

ST. ANDREW’S 
It was decided to change the time of 
the meeting from an evening to an 
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third 
Thursday of the month. We hope this 
will be convenient to all members, 
and maybe we could welcome new 
members. 

Miscellaneous observations on daily life 
A lot of people want to serve God, but only in an advisory capacity. 

It is easy to do any amount of work – provided it isn’t the work you are 
supposed to be doing. 

Anyone who thinks talk is cheap never argued with a traffic warden. 

Anything that is good and useful is usually made of chocolate. 

One reason why a dog is such a lovable creature is that his tail wags 
instead of his tongue. 

Sunday 30
th
 October 

Houghton Feast 2022 

Friday 07 October — Friday 14 October 
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A Personal Statement From Rev Tony 
Dear Friends, 
 I have asked Father/Reverend John to relay this message to you 
because I cannot be with you personally. 
It is with great sadness that I’m informing you that I am leaving the 
parishes and that my last Sunday with you will be 18th December 2022. 
 I am very sad to contemplate leaving Lumley, East and West Rainton 
and Chilton Moor because I have loved being your associate priest. You 
have given me the great gift of your trust and I cherish the relationships I 
have with each one of you. Together we’ve tried to do great things for 
God, and, more importantly, we’ve done small things with great love. My 
years as your associate priest have been rich and rewarding for me. I 
have done my best to serve you faithfully, however, I believe God is 
calling me to move on.  
 Many of you will know that as well as being your associate priest, I 
am also a Spiritual Director for the diocese working out of St Anthony’s 
Priory in Durham. This work brings me great joy and I have decided to 
extend this work further. I am happy to say that Bishop Paul is very kindly 
giving me a license to officiate in any church throughout the diocese 
where there is a need for a priest, particularly in vacant parishes, so I 
shall always have an altar to preside at the Eucharist.  
When I leave I will be living in Sherburn Village so I shall not be too far 
away from you and hope we will keep in contact.  
 I know this decision to leave may come as a surprise to many and I 
feel sad that my time with you is coming to an end, but I feel confident 
that the Holy Spirit is leading us and guiding us into the future. 

With my love and prayers for you all, 
Father/Reverend Tony 

Prayer for October 2022 
Loving, Creator God, 

Thank you for your wonderful creation. In these days of concern 
about climate change and the damage caused by modern lifestyles and 
choices, help us to be more aware. Help us to make good choices. 
Help us to be good stewards of Your creation. 

You are so generous Lord. You provide for us – more than enough to meet the 
needs of all people. Help us to play our part in making sure there is fair 
distribution of all Your provision. Help us to reflect Your generosity, Your 
compassion, Your justice. Help us to care for Your world and Your precious 
children. 

In Jesus name, 
Amen 

By Daphne Kitching 
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I recently read a web article which was wondering if Christians actually 
need a ‘cross’ in our church buildings; or indeed if they were unhelpful in 
our worship. The major argument against having one, it seems, was that 
it could become the focus of our worship, and it is not okay to worship 
idols. 
 To me this argument is nonsensical. The cross is a graphic reminder 
of what Jesus Christ has done for us in His death. No one in their senses 
would dream of worshipping a cross itself, as it was the most humiliating 
and debasing form of capital punishment – it was a means of gruesome 
execution. 
 Christians use crosses in churches to remind people of just how far 
Jesus was prepared to go to rescue us from what St Paul called ‘the 
dominion of darkness’. 
 So this Sunday, why not have a look around your local church 
building, and count how many crosses there are? 
 I would expect there to be ‘hidden’ crosses where the building was 
consecrated, and also under the altar itself. There will also be various 
paperwork, service books, sheets and hymnals which all have the sign of 
the cross on their covers. 
Perhaps you have candle holders with crosses sculptured into them. And 
in most Protestant churches you will see a cross on or above the altar 
table itself. 
 Many processions of choir and clergy will be led by a raised cross 
bearer. And In churches where the Bible is processed into the nave for 
reading during a service, a cross is also carried. 
 People turn to face these processions as they travel without 
necessarily understanding which part they are facing: the Cross, the Bible 
or the Person? 
 The answer is – we follow the Word of God – the Bible – not the 
cross. 
 The same is true in any procession. We stand to honour the clergy in 
their role as Christ’s servants, not the cross which may be held aloft 
before them. 
This month 
 Have a look around your church building – both inside and outside for 
crosses. What materials are they made from? How extravagant or 
glamorous are they? Are they Crosses (an ‘empty’ cross) or Crucifixes 
(this has a representation of Christ hanging on the cross)? 
How do they aid you in your worship and how much do they reflect your 
faith? 

The Cross in our churches 

The Revd Dr Jo White  
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The Rectory 
St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

After all these years, who would have believed it: to 
have my own book printed!  I must admit, I had 
imagined a leather-bound volume with gold leaf 
lettering on the spine – perhaps even titled ‘Volume One’, implying future 
delights when further work would appear. A paperback, held together with 
glue was a slight disappointment. The publisher’s reason for a print run of 
50, saying that it meant fewer would have to be dumped in cut-price 
bookshops, was not what I had expected either. 

 He seemed to think that my commentary on Eusebius’s tables for 
cross-referencing the gospels, as explained in his letter to Carpianus, 
would not have mass interest. While I concede it will be unlikely to dent 
the sales of Harry Potter, and that I am unlikely to be involved in 
negotiating the film rights, I had hoped for slightly more enthusiasm for 
this stride forward in global knowledge. 

 The excitement of the book launch and signing was also tempered 
when only the bishop arrived, expecting a free copy, so he could mark it 
for theological errors. My suggestion that he take a copy to colour it in did 
not go down well. I suspect I will not now be asked to deliver a paper on it 
at the next clergy conference. 

 I was briefly excited when several parishioners came into the shop. 
But it turned out that one wanted to book a baptism with me, and another 
wanted to complain that at his recent wedding, I had nearly married the 
best man to the bride. I was tempted to tell him that the time may come 
when he wished that I had, but decided that would be another sale lost. 

 I could not even console myself with a free drink. The publisher had 
only brought two bottles of that particular white wine, of unknown origin, 
that seems specially reserved for book launches and retirement parties. I 
suspect it derives less from a vineyard and more from a laboratory. One 
bottle he kept for himself and the other disappeared after my 
Confirmation class came in to ask whether the book would be serialised 
on TV. 

 In the end, I bought all 50 copies myself, placed a note in the 
bookshop window saying that, due to exceptional demand, the print run 
had been entirely sold out. It has also solved the annual problem of 
Christmas presents; in your case, a second copy will probably arrive for 
your birthday too. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Registers & Records 
Flowers & Donations 

 

August Michael Walby & Family  In Loving 

   Memory Of 
   Mam & Dad 













Christian Worship In Fence Houses 
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out 

more. All are welcome. 

St Andrew:  Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist    

    (Communion) 

    Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion 

Christian Activities In Fence Houses 
Tuesday:  (2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club) 

Monday:  Quilting Group (St Andrew) 

Thursday:  (3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew) 

    (4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew) 

    Churchill Square  Community Room  

St John: 

Sunday :  Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm 

Monday:  Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am 

Thursday:  Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm 

Saturday:  Coffee Morning 

    Second Saturday of each Month 






