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Vicar’s Letter October 2022
From Rev Christine

Dear Friends
How quickly we have found ourselves in
November, we have given thanks during
the Harvest season and enjoyed the fruits
of the earth. The leaves have been
falling, and still are, there are beautiful
displays of colour in the reds and oranges
and there have been the gems that are
conkers on the ground. These always
take me back to my childhood, as my Dad
who would leave early for work would fill
his pockets for my brother and I. At a
recent funeral I did at St Andrews the
sons of the deceased remembered with
warmth their Dad, who worked driving a
JCB, giving the trees a bit of a shake to release the shining
treasures for them.
As the dark nights and mornings close in around us we turn
our minds to All Saints and All Souls, the annual time to
remember those who have gone before us and give thanks for
their lives. When we think about saints and give thanks for
them, we might reflect on some of the amazing people we read
about in the Bible and in more modern times those who have
done great and selfless things – for example Mother Theresa.
Something else we certainly should reflect on is the fact that
when these saints were doing what they were doing they tended
not to draw attention to their selfless acts.
Jesus chose his disciples from very ordinary individuals,
some of whom would have been seen as outcasts in the society
of the time. These individuals did make themselves known when
Jesus walked the earth but the things that we might consider
saintly mostly occurred after Jesus’ death and glorious
resurrection. They did draw a lot of attention but not to
themselves, they risked their lives and lost them telling out the
message of the Gospel and they did this to save others.
The Gospel reading from Luke set for All Saints Day
highlights this as Jesus told his disciples “Blessed are you who
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you
who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you



Page 1

who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people, hate
you, and when they exclude you, revile you and defame you on account
of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.” (Luke 6: 20-23)
I invite you to spend some time reflecting on the passage and
recalling the ordinary everyday saints that you encounter in daily life. It
might be a helpful nurse when you go for an outpatient’s appointment,
who calms your nerves and makes you feel at ease. It might be a family
member who goes out of their way to do something for you or even a
total stranger who helps you out in the street. People just going about
their everyday business, doing their job who would never boast about
their act of kindness. And, of course, it could well be you!
As Christians we are called to be humble and to help our fellow
human beings no matter who they are, the passage in Luke makes it
clear as it goes on to warn those who are too keen to only look after
themselves. So let us give thanks for our everyday saints along with the
famous ones, let us remember with love and affection those who have
gone before us and let us aspire to live a humble and fruitful life in the
name of Christ in our Church communities and in our personal lives.
Revd Christine


There is so much uncertainty abroad in the world just now, certainly, the
four traditional ‘special’ days of November pick up on the current issues
facing us all.
Bonfire Night has its origins in political struggles for power and turmoil in
Parliament, both of which seem likely to continue this autumn.
Remembrance Day reminds us of the slaughter and pain and unbearable
cost of war.
But Advent assures us that God has not left us in this
world on our own. He has come to live among us, to
die in our place, and to be our Way, our Truth and our
very Life, if we but turn to Him.
And the Sunday of Christ the King reminds us that
this world with its unfairness will not be allowed to go on forever. Jesus
Christ has overcome death and will return to us one day. And HIS
Kingdom will be one of justice and righteousness, with no more tears,
and He will reign forever. Amen!
May the Lord bless you and keep you this month, amid any personal
uncertainties you may be facing.
The magazine Team
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The man who gave us the National
Health Service
If you use the services of the National Health
Service this autumn, spare a thought for the ‘presiding
spirit’ which led to its founding.
Aneurin ‘Nye’ Bevan was born 125 years ago this
month, on 15th November 1897, the sixth of ten
children. The family lived in Tredegar, Monmouthshire,
where his father was a miner, and his mother was the
daughter of a colliery blacksmith.
When he was 14, Bevan followed his father and older
brother in the mines, but in his spare time spent hours in the local library,
self-educating himself. At 19, Bevan joined the Independent Labour Party
and in 1919 he moved to London to continue his studies and encountered
the works of Marx and Engels. In 1925 his father died in his arms of the
miners’ disease pneumoconiosis.
In 1926 Bevan was appointed a full-time union official and was soon
caught up in the miners’ strike, which led to the General Strike of May
1926. Bevan became known as a firebrand activist and agitator.
In May 1929, when he was 31, Bevan entered Parliament as Independent
Labour Party member for Ebbw Vale. A passionate socialist, he regularly
attacked Neville Chamberlain, Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, and even
his own party’s prime minister, Ramsay Macdonald. Bevan’s
outspokenness caused the parliamentary authorities to suspend him from
the house in 1937, and his own party expelled him for a time in 1939.
When in July 1945 Labour was returned to government with a landslide,
the new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, offered Bevan a Cabinet position.
“I understand that you have much experience of negotiation. I am offering
you the post where you will deal with health, housing and the local
authorities.”
And so, at 47, Bevan became the youngest member of that Cabinet.
He oversaw the building of over a million new houses before 1950, and in
1946 the government steered through the National Insurance Act, which
created the infrastructure of what was to be the Welfare State.
In 1948 the National Health Service Act, which Bevan had seen through
Parliament, became law. This allowed people to receive, free at the point
of use, medical diagnosis, and treatment at home or in hospital. As the
writer Brian Brivati observes: “It was the decision to nationalise the
hospitals that made the profound difference in the… creation of the NHS.
This decision was Bevan’s and its implementation was down to his skill,
patience, and application as a minister. It is the most significant and lasting
reform in the history of the Labour Party, and it was achieved by one man.”
Aneurin ‘Nye’ Bevan was Minister of Health 1945 to 1951. The
National Health Service became operational on 5th July 1948.
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Bill’s Gardening Tips For November
A month for mainly battening down the hatches for the harsh weather to
come, and protecting plants and structures.
Insulate containers from frosts with hessian
or bubble wrap.
Raise containers on to bricks or 'pot feet' to
prevent waterlogging.
Invest in bird feeders/baths to encourage
birds into the garden. Keep topped up;
birds get to rely on what is left out for them.
Prune roses to a half/one third of their
height to protect from wind rock.
Continue to lift begonia and dahlia tubers
for storage.
Cut back yellowing foliage from herbaceous perennials.
Aerate the lawn now winter sets in; continue to clear fallen leaves.
Reuse spent compost as a mulch for borders.
Sweet up debris from paths to prevent fungal spores from overwintering.
Cheers,

Entertaining at home is
making a comeback
With the cost-of-living crisis starting to bite, more
and more of us are choosing to share meals with
our friends at home, rather than pay the soaring
costs of eating out.
John Lewis has noticed the trend, as its sales of
tablecloths, crockery and dining tables are on the
increase. Tables and chairs are up by 28 per cent, dinner sets up by 34
per cent, and wine glasses and champagne flutes up by 88 per cent.
In a recent survey, John Lewis found that four in ten of us have held
a dinner party in the last 12 months, while six in ten of us say we want to
host even more in future.
A spokeswoman for John Lewis says: “Entertaining at home is
definitely on the rise, and we predict that more customers will be making
memorable moments at home with friends and family over the coming
months.”
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The message of Advent? – history is
going somewhere!
‘And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes and laid Him in
a manger…’ (Luke 2:7)
‘They will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of the sky,
with power and great
glory.’ (Matthew 24:30)
What a contrast between the humble birth of Jesus in Bethlehem –
and His eventual return! No one knows when that day will be, but it will be
earth-shaking. In the meantime, Advent reminds us of the last of six
great saving actions of God in Jesus Christ.
The Birth of Jesus at Bethlehem was to inaugurate our salvation. The
Death of Jesus at Calvary established it – forever. The Resurrection of
Jesus at Easter confirmed it. The Ascension of Jesus to heaven
celebrated it. The Gift of the Spirit at Pentecost drove it worldwide. And
sixthly will come the Return of Jesus at the world’s end – to consummate
and complete it.
The message of Advent reminds us that history is not circular or
locked into an unending stalemate. Neither can we ever accept a notion
of successive reincarnations, for the Bible is clear that man is destined to
die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27).
The Bible has had many pre-runs of that final ‘Day of the Lord.’ Noah’s
flood, the overthrow of wicked Babylon; these and other upheavals were
but pointers to the final ‘Day of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 Corinthians 1:8),
when all wrongs will be stopped, and the Lord shall reign with justice.
For the Bible is clear that world history is leading to a Conclusion, to the
new heaven and the new earth. That will be inaugurated when ‘He shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.’ Christ’s return will usher in the
final triumph, bringing about the dismantling of the whole apparatus of
Evil that has so harassed us across the centuries.
The Cross and Resurrection secured the victory over evil. Christ’s
return will make it final! Believers echo Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians
4:17 – ‘And so we will be with the Lord for ever.’ If we have a strong view
of the future, we can be sure it will energise us in the present!
In the meantime, Advent is coming round once again. It’s time to
celebrate the first of God’s six mighty acts that secured our salvation –
and look forward to the future.
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November Crossword
Across

1 and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord
of all _, whose trust, ever child-like,
no cares could destroy’(11,3)
9 Mosesí question to a fighting
Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you _
your fellow Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13)
(7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted
multiple sclerosis at the height of
her fame, Jacqueline _ (2,3)
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the
sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3)
13 A descendant of Gad (xNumbers
26:16) (4)
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _
for the gift my Father
promised’ (Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter’s response to questioning
by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God
rather than men!’(Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist
and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada
(4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other
birds (6)
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered
round him that he got into a boat
and sat _ _ ‘(Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor
should my hand be heavy upon
you’(Job 33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or
Philemon (7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost
Sunday, according to the Church’s
calendar (11)

together’ Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in
a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral
and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious
ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on
gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death,
but the _ of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord’(Romans
6:23) (4)

Down

2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have
longed to gather your children
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Solutions page 20

More real-life
notes left for
milkmen…

odd
Only in maths problems can you
buy 60 cantaloupe melons and 42
bananas, and no one asks: “What
is wrong with you?”

~ Please knock.
My TV’s broken
down and I missed
Coronation Street
last night. Maybe we could
talk about what happened over
a cup of tea?
~ My daughter says she wants
a milkshake. Do you do this
before you deliver, or do I
have to shake it at my end?
~ Please send me a form for
cheap milk, as I have a baby
two months old and did not
know about it until a neighbour
told me.
~ Milk is needed for the baby.
Father unable to supply it.
~ Please leave no milk today.
When I say today, I mean
tomorrow, as I wrote this
note yesterday.
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Church Finances
Michael Baxter

I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during
September 2022.

Further to the item in the September issue of the magazine we have now
received our new rates for the supply of gas and electricity for the coming
year. Assuming our usage remains at the same level as the previous year
then our annual total charge will increase from just under £1000 to
around £2400. This increased figure does not take into account any relief
that the Government may yet put in place. Whilst the increase is not as
great as others are experiencing it nevertheless will have an effect on our
ability to pay our way. Ultimately, if we are to “balance the books”, then it
may come down to a choice of either raising more funds or reducing
expenditure where possible.
Congratulations to Michael on donating 100 pints of
blood to the national blood transfusion service.

Working best from where?
Are you more productive working from home, or at the office?
Who knows? A recent study at Microsoft found that while 87% of
employees feel they were working as efficiently from home as in the
office, 80% of their managers disagreed.
Whatever the truth, many experts believe that workplaces are unlikely to
ever return to pre-pandemic numbers.
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Thinking of Guy Fawkes
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives
in all godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases God
our Saviour.
Timothy 2:1-3
Guy Fawkes Night used to be much more popular
than it is now, and many homes had bonfire
parties and made ‘Guys’. Until the 19th century the
law even said that you had to go to church on that
day for a special service, and no doubt the day
ended with bonfires and celebration.
The Observance of 5th November Act 1605
was also known as the Thanksgiving Act, as it was a response to the
deliverance from the Gunpowder Plot. It required church ministers to hold a
special service of thanksgiving annually on 5th November, during which the
act was to be read out loud in church. The act required that all “Ministers in
every Cathedral and Parish Church… shall always upon the fifth Day of
November have a service which all persons had to “diligently and faithfully”
attend.
The introduction to the act described the “inhuman, barbarous and
cruel” terrorist plot to murder the king and his government, which was
prevented by the miraculous discovery just in time. The legislation said the
country should always be thankful and have a “joyful day of deliverance”.
The law was repealed on 25th March 1859 by the Anniversary Days
Observance Act, when other special commemorative days dating from the
Seventeenth Century were also being abolished. People probably wanted to
move away from some of these commemorations which were anti-Roman
Catholic.
Thankfully we live in a more tolerant era, but sadly, are we less grateful
for our blessings? How often do we have thanksgiving services in church?
Now, more than ever, we need to pray for our nation and show our gratitude
for the many blessings God has given us and our nation.

Great invention

The boys had been up in the attic together helping with some cleaning.
They uncovered an old manual typewriter and asked their mother what it
was. She briefly explained, but they were still puzzled as to how it
worked. So the mother rolled some paper into the typewriter and began
striking the keys, leaving black letters of print on the page.
“WOW!” they exclaimed, “That’s really cool…but where do you plug it in?”
“There is no plug,” she answered. “Then where do you put the batteries?”
they persisted. “It doesn’t need batteries either,” she continued.
“Wow! This is so cool!” they exclaimed. “Someone should have invented
this a long time ago!”
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King Charles III
‘And wherever you may live in the United Kingdom, or in
the realms and territories across the world, and whatever
may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to
serve you with loyalty, respect and love, as I have
throughout my life.’
These are King Charles III’s words from his TV broadcast following the
death of Queen Elizabeth. They reflect the Queen’s own commitment to
serve the nation for 70 years. They also express the continuity of
monarchy: ‘The Queen is dead. Long live the King!’
However, continuity doesn’t mean that things remain the same. King
Charles III will face different challenges to the Queen, but the same God
works His purposes through each of them. At his death, King David
spoke these words to his son Solomon: ‘Be strong and observe what the
Lord your God requires: walk in obedience to him…Do this so that you
may prosper in all you do and wherever you go.’ (1 Kings 2:2,3) These
are words for our new King and ourselves, as we seek God’s will in a
time of uncertainty.
King Charles III has demonstrated his ability to get alongside people
to ‘see the value of each person as God sees them.’ (Archbishop of
Canterbury). He is also in touch with the
important issues of the day. He has provided
young people with opportunities to change their
lives. He understands the life of the poorest in
our society, and he is passionate about the
state of our planet. Let’s pray for our king, as
he faces new challenges and opportunities: ‘I
urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for
kings and all those in authority, that we may
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1,2).

Prayers for Remembrance

Remembrance Sunday will be
especially poignant this year, as
Russia’s war on Ukraine continues
to cast long shadows over Europe.
But Remembrance is also a time to
remember those whom we have
loved and lost, from Queen
Elizabeth II to members of our own
families. So, these prayers may
help direct your thoughts as you
think back . .
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For those who have died on
active service

O God of truth and justice,
we hold before you those men and
women who have died in active
service: in Iraq, in Afghanistan and
elsewhere.
As we honour their courage and
cherish their memory, may we put
our faith in your future; for you are
the source of life and hope,
now and for ever. Amen.

North-East pitman who was tunneller
on Western Front inspired new
sculpture
A NORTH-EAST pitman who became part of an army of moles tunnelling
under the trenches of the Western Front inspired a new sculpture to take
shape in the region.
Nineteen-year-old Private Michael Duffy of the Durham Light Infantry,
was recruited as a “clay-kicker” helping to lay explosives beneath the
German lines.
He died in action in a German counter-attack following one of the
biggest explosions of the First World War, when 19 mines were
detonated on the Messines Ridge, on June 7 1917.
Sculptor Ray Lonsdale of Two Red Rubber Things in South Hetton,
County Durham, immortalised him in a 15ft high weathered steel statue
called The Last Cigarette of Michael Duffy.
Mr Lonsdale said: “The piece is based on an ordinary soldier, who
wasn’t mentioned in dispatches or anything like that. “He was one
millions of soldiers who became cannon fodder. I wanted to do something
that was based on that sort of person. “I wanted to capture the few
minutes waiting by the fire step, waiting for the whistle to go over the
top." "Pte Duffy was killed just before his 20th birthday.”
Mr Lonsdale learned about Pte Duffy’s death through Peter Duffy, of
nearby Murton - whose father was Michael Duffy's cousin. Mr Duffy said:
“Michael Duffy grew up in Fence Houses and was a boxer with the
Lambton Street Boys Boxing Club. “He was working at Fence Houses
Colliery when a notice went up in the pit office saying “men wanted for
special project”. It was digging tunnels for mines under the German lines.
“He joined the DLI as a flag signaller and was with the 20th (Service)
Battalion when he went out to dig the saps in preparation for the assault
on Messines Ridge. “When the sap was completed he joined the men in
the trenches.”
Then, at 3.10am on June 7 1917, 19 mines exploded simultaneously
killing 10,000 soldiers in a blast that was heard in London. Pte Duffy was
shot and wounded in a German counter-attack and died the following
day.
Peter Duffy said: “It is nice for him to be remembered this way –
along with all the Durham miners who served as clay-kickers.”
Rev Drek Newton, a previous Vicar at St Andrew, had Michael Duffy
added to The Royal British Legion Roll Of Honour.
Michael lived in Sydney Street, Fencehouses.
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'The Last Cigarette of Michael
Duffy'
He put his back to the wind.
Felt the mud at his feet.
Had a vision of himself as a boy in
the street.
And he knew
Lit up a tab.
Turned his face from the smoke.
Searched the box in his head where
he kept his hope .
But he knew
Saw the check of the watch.
Saw the solemn nod.
Saw the whistle raised.
Heard the pleads to God.
Then it blew .

‘Tommy’ another piece of
Ray’s work on the sea
front at Seaham Harbour
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Beetle

The Beetle drive is on the second
Thursday of the month in Churchill
Square Community Centre from 24pm for an afternoon of fun and
games. New members are more than
welcome to come along and join in.
Jean Campbell

MOTHERS
UNION
ST. ANDREW’S
It was decided to change the time of
the meeting from an evening to an
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third
Thursday of the month. We hope this
will be convenient to all members,
and maybe we could welcome new
members.

The craft class meet in
the Church Annexe
every Monday from
2-4pm

In the cycle of prayer for our village
we pray. Lord Jesus, my Saviour, You
created the home as a refuge from
there world. There we find comfort,
support, and understanding. It gives
us a glimpse of the unconditional love that You have for each person.
Sustain this home, Lord. Bless it and keep it, so that all members of this
household may come to know the grace You have given us through
Christ, our Lord. In Your almighty name, we pray. Amen.
Please visit our
website
www.standrewschiltonmoor.church

Miscellaneous observations on daily
life
Genius knows no handicap through physical ills. Lord Byron had a club
foot, Robert Louis Stevenson and John Keats had tuberculosis.
Alexander Pope was a hunchback. Admiral Nelson had only one eye.
Edgar Allan Poe was psychoneurotic. Charles Darwin was an invalid.
Julius Caesar was an epileptic. Thomas Edison and Ludwig von
Beethoven were deaf, and Peter Stuyvesant had a wooden
leg. Handicaps build strength and purpose – and accomplishment. –
Anon
Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most important. – Anon
The best vitamin for making friends is B-1. – Anon
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The Two Minutes Silence
In the month when we think about those who have
given their lives in war, the Two Minutes Silence is a
significant act of remembrance. The silence provides
an opportunity to remember those who have suffered
in war and how we can work for a peaceful world.
However, we can also find ourselves thinking about lunch or whether
we’ve switched off our phone?
Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most
intolerable of all human conditions is not imprisonment or hunger, but
lack of meaning. The two minutes of silence enables us to connect with
Jesus’ message, which offers true meaning to our lives and world. He
spoke of giving ourselves in love for each other and the world, ‘Love your
enemies and pray for those that persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also
demonstrated such love in sacrificing His own life, ‘Greater love has noone than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13). When
observing the silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, as we
call to mind those who have laid down their lives.
In our busy lives, where so much clamours for our attention, silence
gives us an opportunity to reflect on our priorities and rediscover true
meaning in our lives. This is not just for Remembrance Sunday, as Jesus
often withdrew to find silence to seek God (eg: Luke 5:16). Let’s use
silence in our lives as space to seek God’s will and offer ourselves to
Him, just as those who gave themselves in conflict through the years.
‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the
going down of the sun and in the morning we will
remember them.’

Prayer for October 2022

A prayer of remembering and looking forward
Loving Father,
Here we are in November, the month of short days and mist and
remembering. And this year we have so much to remember. The year
our Servant Queen left us and came to be with you, the King of Kings
she had served so faithfully. Remembering celebration and sadness Lord, as we
thank you for Queen Elizabeth, but looking forward too as we prepare for
Advent.
As we work towards Christmas, yes, we remember your coming as a baby in
Jesus, but even more reassuring in these difficult times we can hold on to your
promise that You will come back again as our glorious King, when there will
be no more death or mourning, crying or pain – when You will make all things
new, when all shall be well!
Come Lord Jesus! Amen.
By Daphne KitchingBy Daphne Kitching
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The Monarch and the Church
By me kings reign and rulers issue decrees that are just (Proverbs 8:15)
We have a unique system in this country that links the King to the
Church. The new King has made an oath to uphold the Presbyterian
Church in Scotland and is the Supreme Governor of the Church of
England. The sovereign holds the title ‘Defender of the Faith. It was
originally given to Henry VIII by the pope for defending the Roman
Catholic faith. It was later claimed as a title for defending the Protestant
religion.
These are legal roles and titles which bind the Crown, Parliament and
Anglican churches together. The King appoints Archbishops, Bishops
and Deans of the Church of England, who then swear an oath of
allegiance to the monarch.
Some people might ask if the Church or any part of it needs to be so
closely linked to the State. Why should Parliament or the government,
who may be people from other or no faith, have a say who runs the
Church? Some say that the purpose of having an established Church is
so that Parliament can protect the Church from itself. Some would argue
there has been too much modernisation in the Church which has not led
to more people in pews. Meanwhile, though the numbers of people
having an allegiance to the Church of any kind is falling, still many people
turn to the Church at times of personal and family troubles and
celebrations.
God save the King. He has solemnly promised to uphold the Church
and spoken of his personal faith. We do not know what the future of this
country or the Church will be, but we can influence it by prayer. We
should pray for those in authority, whether we agree with them or not. It
may not be a perfect system, but it is probably better than all the rest.

1st November: All Saints’ Day – the
feast day of all the redeemed
All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, known and
unknown, who are now in heaven. When the English Reformation took
place, the number of saints in the calendar was drastically reduced, with
the result that All Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had
never had before.
This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the 5th
century, as commemorating ‘the martyrs of the whole world’. A Northern
English 9th century calendar named All Hallows as a principal feast, and
such it has remained. Down the centuries devotional writers have seen in
it the fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice
and resurrection.
The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their lives 
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and witness to Christ can be appreciated by all Christians. Richard
Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote the following:
He wants not friends that hath thy love,
And made converse and walk with thee,
And with thy saints here and above,
With whom for ever I must be…
As for my friends, they are not lost;
The several vessels of thy fleet,
Though parted now, by tempests tost,
Shall safely in thy haven meet….
The heavenly hosts, world without end,
Shall be my company above;
And thou, my best and surest Friend,
Who shall divide me from thy love?*
1,255 ancient English churches were dedicated to All Saints – a number
only surpassed by those dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical Companion to Hymns Ancient and
Modern (London: Clowes, 1962), no. 274, verses 1,3,6.


2nd November: All Souls’ Day – a time
of reckoning with the past
The early Church was slow to dedicate a liturgical day to offering prayers
and masses to commemorate the faithful departed. But in time prayers
were offered on behalf of dead monks, that they might attain ‘the Beatific
Vision’ through purification, which the Church later described as
Purgatory. Odilo, the powerful abbot of Cluny, (d 1049) decreed that All
Souls’ Day should follow the feast of All Saints’ Day.
At least four ancient English dedications are known, the most famous of
which are All Souls College, Oxford and the church in Langham Place in
London.
In bygone centuries All Souls’ Day was certainly uncomfortable for
anyone who had wronged a person who had then died. For it was
believed that souls in purgatory could appear on earth on this day, in the
form of ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt anyone who had wronged them
in life.
On a more cheerful note, it was also believed that you could help the
dead on this day by almsgiving in cash or in kind. Some of these beliefs
seem to have been caught up in the popular
customs of Hallowe’en.
When the Reformation came, the Protestants
disregarded the idea of Purgatory, and this
feast day remained with the Roman Catholic
Church.
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Freeze your leftover food, advises
Sainsburys
During the cost-of-living crisis,
shoppers should learn to freeze
everything from eggs to herbs to
yoghurt, according to the
supermarket’s latest advice.
The average family wastes £60
a month by throwing food away, according to the waste charity WRAP. “If
it were a country, food waste would have the third largest carbon footprint
in the world, behind only the USA and China,” Catherine David, from
WRAP, said.
Sainsburys says that just one in ten of us even know that it is
possible to freeze eggs. The most commonly thrown-away food includes
breads, milk and salad.
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Christian Worship In Fence Houses
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out
more. All are welcome.
St Andrew:
Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist
(Communion)
Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion

Christian Activities In Fence Houses
Tuesday:
Monday:
Thursday:

St John:
Sunday :
Monday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

(2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club)
Quilting Group (St Andrew)
(3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew)
(4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew)
Churchill Square Community Room
Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm
Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am
Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm
Coffee Morning
Second Saturday of each Month

