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Vicar’s Letter May 2023 
From Rev John 

When I was still at Washington, I was 
asked a couple of times to write for the 
Lumley magazine and every time I did 
there seemed to be something going 
on within the Royal Family. One of the 
things I watch out for at a Royal 
Wedding is what might couples be 
asking for when they come to us for a 
wedding. Are there pieces of music 
they might choose or a specific 
reading. I wondered when Will and 

Kate got married if they would inspire a trend of using the 
traditional vows from the Book of Common Prayer. It did not. So 
I wonder as we approach Charles’ coronation if his coronation 
will change the way we hold coronations in our churches. I joke 
of course. But what I do wonder about is whether the coronation 
will inspire us. We no longer have an absolute monarchy. Unlike 
the Kings and Queens of Old Charles will be unable to raise 
taxes, or lead an army, instead the role is now much more about 
inspiration and service. Inspiring us to be the best we can be, 
Charles will be doing considerable work for charity, promoting 
Britain and British businesses.  

 Many of us will take the chance to pause and to watch the 
coronation. But there will be one part, and I don’t think it’s 
known yet whether this will be televised or not. When Charles 
will be without the crown, without all the markings of power and 
authority. In just a simple white shirt, with Archbishop Justin as 
he anoints the King for this new role. In this moment of prayer 
and commitment Charles will be anointed for this momentous 
task. And it’s a reminder that great leadership isn’t about my 
needs and desires being met, it’s about making the world, our 
communities better for everyone. So, as you watch or rest I’d 
encourage you to be inspired, to think about how you have 
served or will serve you local community. Not many of us will 
have a televised event like this but the best people I’ve met 
haven’t needed that, they have just seen a need and done what 
they can. 

Rev John 
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May brings us the Coronation, and we have articles and prayers on King 
Charles III, as he begins his reign.  

 May brings the local elections, and we have a story on the bishop 
who is protesting against the requirement for a photo ID. 

 Meanwhile, cathedrals are slowly recovering from the Covid-19 
measures, and local churches are counting the wildlife in their 
churchyards.   

 May also brings us the Ascension and Pentecost, and we have 
several articles explaining the significance of both events in the Gospel 
story. 

 And in addition, we have our usual wide range of humour, quotes and 
feature articles. 

With all good wishes 

The Magazine Team 

Have you ever considered the furniture that we have in our churches? 

Close your eyes and think what your own sitting room looks like and the 
furniture you have chosen to go in there. Most of us will have chairs, a 
sofa, one or more tables of different sizes, a fireplace and a television. 
Which way are the chairs facing? What’s the focal point? 

Churches are no different in that they have most fixtures and fittings in 
common, and in set places. 

 In an Anglican church the focal item is the altar at the centre, with the 
lectern – from where the Bible is read out loud during services – on the 
right side as you look at it, and a pulpit on the left-hand side. 

In a Methodist church the pulpit is often behind, but built higher than the 
altar, and probably with a mobile lectern to be placed as chosen. 

 This demonstrates a key difference between the two 
denominations. The former holds the bread and wine in greater 
importance whilst the latter gives that status to the preaching and the 
Word of God. 

Such variations reveal the way in which we ‘reflect our faith’ through our 
buildings. The word ‘lectern’ derives from ‘to collect, gather’, and again, 
‘to speak’, so together it means ‘to gather words, to pick out words.’ 

The words in church which we read from the lectern have been certainly 
carefully chosen and then written down. There have been centuries, 
indeed millennia, of time, thought, prayer and energy going into preparing 
the Bibles that we read today! 

 It is a privilege to be asked to read from the Bible during a  

Reflecting faith – The Lectern 
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Once a year here at St Andrews we hold a meeting which is a look back 
at the year gone and new plans for the future. We hold elections for 
people to join the church council and also for the roles of churchwardens, 
secretary and treasurer. This is a dedicated group of people who work to 
keep St Andrews open for all the people in Chilton Moor and Fence 
Houses.  
 Each year the Diocese of Durham expect us to pay to them what is 
referred to as the Parish Share. The amount varies between churches 
throughout the diocese and depends on various factors including the 
numbers on the church electoral roll and the level of deprivation within the 
parish. This year we have pledged to pay £1000 per month which is 
about £200 less than the Diocese asked us to pay. Parish share makes 
up just over half the diocese’s annual income and just over half of this 
money goes toward maintain ministry within the diocese mainly through 
clergy stipend (wages) and housing etc.  
 We have a good record over the years of paying the amount we 
pledged for Parish Share but during 2022 we seemed to have excelled 
ourselves. Not only have we met that figure but we have also looked 
outside of our church building and have been able to make several 
charitable donations viz: £600 to the Ukrainian refugee appeal, £100 to 
the Pakistani flood appeal, £392 to Christian aid and £260 to GrifAid, an 
organisation that provides water filters for communities in developing 
countries. Locally we supported St Benedict’s Hospice and the People’s 
Kitchen in Newcastle to provide Christmas dinners for the homeless. 
However, we have not achieved this just as a church but with the help of 
those in our community who have supported our fundraising events like 
coffee mornings etc. We are very grateful for  
all their support. 
 We look forward to another year in the village supporting whoever 
needs St Andrews, be it for baptisms, weddings or funerals. Also, if 
anyone would like to come and join in our services, they would be very 
welcome. We are a very caring and welcoming church who are there for 
everyone. 

Did You Know? 

service, as that will form the basis for the sermon, the hymns and indeed 
the whole theme for that day or even that week. 

This month: Have a look at the lectern in your place of worship or the 
place where the Bible readings are read from.  What material is it made 
from?  What shape is it?  Does it have any distinctive features?  Then 
consider how that passage or those passages are continued and 
expanded through the different elements of the service. 
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A man is driving down the road on holiday in and 
breaks down near a monastery: 
He goes to the monastery, knocks on the door, and 
says. "My car broke down. Do you think I could stay 
the night?"  
The monks graciously accept him, feed him dinner, 
even fix his car. As the man tries to fall asleep, he 
hears a very strange sound.  
The next morning, he asks the monks what the sound 
was, but they say. "We can't tell you. You're not a 
monk." 
The man is disappointed but thanks them anyway and goes about his merry 
way.  
Some years later, The same man breaks down in front of the same 
monastery.  
The monks again accept him, feed him, and again fix his car. That night, he 
hears the same strange noise that he had heard years earlier. The next 
morning, he asks what it is, but the monks reply. "We can't tell you. You're 
not a monk." 
The man says. "All right, all right. I'm dying to know. If the only way I can 
find out what that sound was is to become a monk, how do I become a 
monk?" 
The monks reply. "You must travel the earth and tell us how many blades of 
grass there are and the exact number of sand pebbles, when you find these 
numbers, you will become a monk." The man sets about his task.  
Some 54 years later, he returns and knocks on the door of the monastery. 
He says. "I have traveled the earth and have found what you have asked 
for.  
There are 145,236,284,232 blades of grass and 231,281,219,999,129,382 
sand pebbles on the earth." 
The monks reply. "Congratulations. You are now a monk. We shall now 
show you the way to the sound." 
The monks lead the man to a wooden door where the head monk says. 
"The sound is right behind that door. The man reaches for the knob, but the 
door is locked. 
He says. "Real funny. May I have the key?"  
The monks give him the key, and he opens the door. Behind the wooden 
door is another door made of stone. 
The man demands the key to the stone door. The monks give him the key, 
and he opens it, only to find a door made of ruby.  
He demands another key from the monks, who provide it. 
Behind that door is another door, this one made of sapphire. And so it went 
until the man had gone through doors of emerald, silver, topaz, and 
amethyst. 
Finally, the monks say. "This is the last key to the last door." 
The man is relieved to know that he has finally reached to the end. 
He unlocks the door, turns the knob and behind that door he is amazed to 
find the source of that strange sound...... 
 But I can't tell you what it is because you're not a monk..... 
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Words of Wisdom 
 

I’ve travelled paths you’ve yet to walk, 

Learned lessons, old and new, 

And now this wisdom of my life 

I’m blessed to share with you. 

 

Learn to trust your feelings  

Your beliefs you should uphold, 

Don’t walk away from what is right, 

Be courageous and be bold 

 

Keep faith beside you always, 

It will guide you every day. 

Know that strength comes from above, 

And you will find your way. 

 

Let yourself be humble, 

And remember to be kind. 

When you have respect for others, 

True friendships you will find. 

 

Have dignity and honour,  

And be proud of all you do. 

Confidence will take you toward 

A future that waits for you. 

 

The world is filled with choices, 

There are challenges to face. 

But you can make a difference 

As you find your rightful place. 

 

And so, I cannot wait to see, 

The wonders you will do. 

Because you are my God, 

And I am so proud to be with you. 

 

Poem written By Charlotte 

General observations 

on life: 
Don’t worry about what people 

are thinking of you. They aren’t 

thinking about you, they are 

thinking about themselves. – 

Anon 

If I had known how wonderful it 

would be to have 

grandchildren, I’d have had 

them first. – L Wyse  

When you talk, you only repeat 

what you already know, but if 

you listen you may learn 

something. – Amish school 

proverb 

Unfettered inquisitiveness, it is 

clear, teaches better than do 

intimidating assignments.  – 

Augustine 

Evil people attack others for 

their own failings. – S Peck 

Every path has its puddle.- 

Anon 

Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst, for they are sticking 

to their diets! – Anon 

Plenty of people wish to 

become devout, but no one 

wishes to be humble. – Anon 

If you want the rainbow, you’ve 

got to put up with the rain.- 

Anon 

Experience is something you 

don’t get until just after you 

need it.- Anon 
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Some 250 years ago, on 10th May 1773, Britain passed the Tea Act, 
which favoured the British East India Company over the American 
colonies. This led to the Boston Tea Party in December, which escalated 
into the American Revolution and the establishment of the USA. 

 The idea of the Tea Act was to help the struggling British East India 
Company to dispose of its vast holdings of tea profitably in the American 
colonies, where much of the (inferior) tea came from Dutch sources and 
was smuggled in. But the colonists reacted strongly against the attempt 
to manipulate their tea-buying, and against British taxes generally, which 
they regarded as taxation without representation. 

 Later the same year this led to what has become known as the 
Boston Tea Party, where a large group of citizens, calling themselves the 
Sons of Liberty and dressed as Mohawk Indians, boarded the British tea 
ships and threw 92,000 pounds of tea into the harbour. 

 This was not a violent insurrection. No-one was injured, and it was 
reported that the Sons of Liberty swept the decks of the ships afterwards. 
But British politicians of all sides were appalled, not least because many 
of them had substantial holdings in the British East India Company. 

Added to the ill-feeling resulting from the Boston Massacre in 1770, in 
which five people died after British troops had been taunted (the 
comparison with Ulster is obvious), this led in two short years to the 
American War of Independence, which changed everything. 

How an argument over tea led to the 

founding of America 

The 

Edinburgh 

Bakery 

travelling 

shop & 

advert 
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When Children and RE mix… 
When children meet the Bible, the result 
can be unpredictable. As in these 
answers to a school chaplain’s efforts to 
teach RE…. 
~ The main purpose of the prophets was 
to set up the lights for when Jesus came 
on the stage. 
~ The Kingdom of God is no ordinary 
place like the bathroom at home. 

~ Jesus said: If you want to divorce your wife leave a note for her on the table. 
~ Jesus healed a man with a weathered hand. 
~ Some of the seed from the sower was curried off by Satan. 
~ The last verses of Mark’s gospel were written later by a unanimous person. 
~ Jesus first proclaimed the gospel to the Jews: He told them to make love to 
each other. 
~ An altar is a stall for candles. 
~ An example of Holy Orders are the Ten Commandments. 
~ An epistle is the wife of an apostle. 

Married 

How many women can one man 

marry? A little boy who attended 

his first wedding worked that one 

out pretty quick: the answer is 

16.  It is easy, if you think about 

it.  Four better, four worse, four 

richer, four poorer.  Comes to 16. 
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Church Finances 
Michael Baxter , Treasurer 

I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during March 

2023. 

Coronation Prayer 2023 

Almighty God, On the occasion of the crowning of King Charles 111, we, the 
people, pray for him. 

We thank you for him and for the calling on his life and we 
recognise the weight of responsibility that puts upon him. We 
know that he will need your help, Lord. We know that he will 
face many challenges, as did his mother, Queen Elizabeth. 

We ask, that, as he is anointed with oil, you will anoint him 
with your Holy Spirit, so that he will know in his heart, as his 
mother knew, that Jesus is alive and able to help him fulfil his 
unique vocation. 

We pray that in all the days he serves as King, he will be aware that first and 
foremost he serves you, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. May his reign be 
one of wisdom, vision and integrity, inspired by your Kingdom values. 

May your name be honoured and glorified throughout this land, Lord, as we 
pray, God save the King! 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Holy oil to anoint King Charles III at his 

coronation is consecrated in 

Jerusalem 

The holy oil, chrism, which will be used to anoint King Charles III during 

his coronation on the 6th of May has been consecrated at a ceremony in 

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem on Friday. 

 It was created using olives which had been harvested from groves on 

the Mount of Olives, a mountain ridge which runs from Jerusalem's Old 

City which has major religious symbolism for Christians and Jews. 

 The olives came from the Monastery of Mary Magdalene and the 

Monastery of the Ascension, and were pressed just outside Bethlehem 

before being perfumed with sesame, rose, jasmine, cinnamon, neroli, 

benzoin and amber as well as orange blossom. 

 The oil, which plays an integral role in the ceremonies of many 

religions over centuries, was made sacred by the Patriarch of Jerusalem, 

His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III, and the Anglican Archbishop in 

Jerusalem, The Most Reverend Hosam Naoum. 

 Camilla, Queen Consort, will also be anointed with holy oil and 

crowned, as was Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother when she was 

crowned Queen in 1937. 

 The Archbishop of Canterbury said: "I am honoured and grateful that 

His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III and Archbishop Hosam Naoum 

have consecrated the oil that 

will be used to anoint His 

Majesty The King. 

"I want to thank especially His 

Beatitude for providing this 

Coronation Oil, which reflects 

the King's personal family 

connection with the Holy Land 

and his great care for its 

peoples. 

"I am also delighted that the 

Anglican Archbishop in 

Jerusalem shared in the consecration of the oil. 

 

The chrism was made from olive oil and 

spices  
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On Saturday 6th May the Coronation 
will take place. 
It is based on a solemn religious 
ceremony which has remained largely 
unchanged for more than 1000 years. 
For the past 900 years, the ceremony 
has taken place at Westminster 
Abbey, and is conducted by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
King Charles III will be crowned, and 
then in a similar, but simpler ceremony at the same service, the Queen 
Consort will also be crowned. 
From 6th to 8th May Coronation Big Lunches will be held up and down the 
UK, and also across the Commonwealth. 
On Sunday 7th May a Coronation Concert will be held at Windsor Castle, 
with iconic locations across the UK lit up using projections, lasers, drone 
displays and illuminations. 
On Monday 8th May there is a special Bank Holiday, giving everyone the 
opportunity to join in with their communities and good causes through Big 
Help Out activities.  (More details at: https://thebighelpout.org.uk) 
Did you know 10 Facts about King Charles III? 
1. He was born at 9.14pm on 14th November 1948, to Princess Elizabeth 

and Prince Philip, at Buckingham Palace in London. 
2. He has been heir-apparent to the throne since he was three years old. 
3. He is the first monarch in British history to have earned a university 

degree. From 1967 to 1970 he studied history at Cambridge University. 
4. He can speak Welsh. He spent two months learning the language in 

1969, as he prepared to become the Prince of Wales. He still speaks it 
today. 

5. He is a qualified pilot and diver. While serving in the military in the 1970s, 
he trained as a jet and helicopter pilot and became a confident diver. 

6. He is a keen watercolour painter, a published author, and a music lover, 
who played the cello at Cambridge. He has done some TV: making a 
guest appearance on Coronation Street, and presenting the BBC 
weather forecast. 

7. As Prince of Wales, he founded nearly 20 charities. Together, they raise 
£140million each year for good causes. He is passionate about the 
environment, speaking out against plastic pollution as early as 1970. He 
has planted many trees during royal engagements. 

Countdown To The Coronation 

Of His Majesty the King and Her 

Majesty the Queen Consort 
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8. Aged 73, King Charles III is the oldest monarch ever to be crowned in 
British history. He became King on 8th September 2022, after the death of 
his mother, the Queen, in Balmoral. 

9. As head of the Commonwealth, King Charles III is monarch of each of the 
14 Commonwealth realms: Antigua & Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, 
Belize, Canada, Grenada, Jamaica, New Zealand, Papau New Guinea, 
Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, the 
Solomon Islands, and Tuvalu. As King, he’s also the only person in the 
UK who can travel abroad in the Commonwealth without a passport and 
drive without a licence. 

10. King Charles III has two children, Princes William and Harry, and five 
grandchildren. Prince William is next in line to become King and was 
named the Prince of Wales in 2022. 
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On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside 
Camilla, The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey. How can we pray for 
him, as he approaches this important event? Paul says: ‘I urge, then, first 
of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness.’ (1 Timothy 2:1,2). 

 For God’s presence – to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as 
he prepares for his Coronation and future roles. At his Accession, he was 
proclaimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign’s particular 
relationship and responsibility towards the Church of England – the 
Church in which my own faith is so deeply rooted.’ 

 For God’s wisdom – as he provides leadership that will honour God 
and promote the wellbeing of our society. King Solomon prayed for 
wisdom for himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.’ (1 Kings 3:9). 

 For God’s love – to strengthen all relationships within the Royal 
Family; for reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and good 
communication. 

 For God’s purpose – to be fulfilled through the work of the King and 
Queen Consort and their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and 
whatever may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve 
you with loyalty, respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 

 

A Prayer for the new King: 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King. Bless his reign and the life of 
our nation. Help us to work together so that truth and justice, harmony 
and fairness flourish among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Coronation of King Charles III 
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Coronation Quiche 

A deep quiche with a crisp pastry case, and delicate 
flavours of spinach, broad beans and fresh tarragon. The 
pastry includes lard, but you can swap this for butter to 
make it vegetarian. Eat hot or cold with a green salad and 
boiled new potatoes - perfect for a Coronation Big Lunch! 

Prep:35 mins   Cook:45 mins plus 1 hr chilling   Serves 6 

Ingredients 
250g plain flour, plus a little for dusting 
50g cold butter, diced 
50g lard (or use butter if you prefer) 
4 tbsp milk, plus a splash 
Or 250g block of ready-made 
shortcrust pastry 
For the filling 
125ml milk 
175ml double cream 
2 medium eggs 
1 tbsp chopped fresh tarragon 
100g cheddar, grated 
180g cooked spinach, liquid squeezed 
out and lightly chopped 
60g cooked broad beans or soya 
beans (double pod the broad beans, if 
you like) 
Method 
Step 1 
Sieve the flour into a bowl with ½ tsp 
salt. Add the butter and lard, and rub 
the mixture together using your 
fingertips until you get a sandy, 
breadcrumb-like texture. Add the milk, 
a little at a time, and using a cutlery 
knife, start to bring the dough together, 
using your hands, making sure it has 
no dry patches and feels smooth. 
Cover and allow to rest in the fridge 
for 30-45 mins. 
Step 2 
Put a 20cm loose-bottomed tart tin or 
a 20cm pastry ring on a baking sheet. 
Lightly flour the work surface and roll 
out the pastry to a circle a little larger 
than the top of the tin and 
approximately 5mm thick. Carefully lift 
the pastry into the tin and gently press 

into the corners, taking care not to 
have any holes or the mixture could 
leak. Cover and rest for a further 30 
mins in the fridge. Heat oven to 
190C/170C fan/gas 5. 
Step 3 
Line the pastry case with greaseproof 
paper – to do this cut a disc of 
greaseproof paper larger than the tin, 
scrunch it into a ball (this makes it 
more pliable), then unwrap and place 
it in the pastry case. It should come 
above the sides. Fill with baking beans 
or uncooked rice and bake blind for 20
-25 until nicely golden and dry. 
Carefully remove the greaseproof 
paper and baking beans, and return to 
the oven for 5 mins to dry the base. 
Reduce the oven temperature to 
160C/140C fan/gas 3. 
Step 4 
Beat the milk, cream, eggs and herbs 
with some seasoning. Scatter half of 
the grated cheese in the blind-baked 
base, top with the chopped spinach 
and beans, then pour over the liquid 
mixture. If required, gently give the 
mixture a delicate stir to ensure the 
filling is evenly dispersed, but be 
careful not to damage the pastry case. 
Sprinkle over the remaining cheese. 
Place into the oven and bake for 20-
30 mins until set and very lightly 
golden. 
 

 

 

By Buckingham Palace/Mark Flanagan/
Lucy Wilson 

BBC Good Food Guide 
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Registers & Records 

Flowers & Donations 
Audrey, Jane & Family In Loving Memory Of 

   Stuart Willey 

Beetle 
The Beetle drive is on the second 
Thursday of the month in Churchill 
Square Community Centre from 2-
4pm for an afternoon of fun and 
games.  New members are more than 
welcome to come along and join in. 

Jean Campbell  

The craft class meet in 
the Church Annexe 
every Monday from 

2-4pm 

In the cycle of prayer for our village. 
We come to you with humble hearts, 
asking for your blessings and 
guidance for our church and local 
community. We pray that you may 
continue to pour out your grace and 
love upon us, and that we may be 
vessels of your love to those around 
us. 
We ask for your blessings upon our 
church leaders, that they may be 
filled with wisdom, courage, and 
compassion as they lead us in our 
spiritual journeys. May they be 
inspired by your word, and may their 
words and actions reflect your love 
and grace. 

MOTHERS 
UNION 

ST. ANDREW’S 
It was decided to change the time of 
the meeting from an evening to an 
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third 
Thursday of the month. We hope this 
will be convenient to all members, 
and maybe we could welcome new 
members. 

May 20th Christian Aid Coffee 
Morning 10am until 11.30. 
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May Crossword 

Across 
1 ‘Therefore let us — passing 
judgment on one another’ (Romans 
14:13) (4) 

3 ‘I — — these persons here 
present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)  

9 According to a prearranged 
timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)  

10 Group of eight (5)  

11 The cell into which the 
Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas 
(Acts 16:24) (5)  

12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary to 
China (6)  

14 Otherwise known as the 
Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the 
Lord’s Table (4,9)  

17 ‘So that after I have preached to 
others, I — will not be disqualified 
for the prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6) 

19 Attend to (3,2)  

22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)  

23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)  

24 Rule of sovereign (8)  

25 Test (anag.) (4) 

 

Down 
1 The name of the street where 
Judas lived in Damascus and where 
Saul of Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) 
(8) 

2 ‘The playing of the merry — , 
sweet singing in the choir’ (5) 

4 ‘We have been saying that — 
— was credited to him as 
righteous’ (Romans 4:9) (8,5)  

5 Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for 
his ministry at Westminster Chapel 

(5)  

6 Port at which Paul landed on 
his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7) 

7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)  

8 Minister of religion (6)  

13 ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is 
your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) 
(8)  

15 ‘Greater love has no one than 
this, that he — — his life for his 
friends’ (John 15:13) (3,4)  

16 Archbishop who calculated that 
the world began in 4004BC (6) 

18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of 
God unless he is born of water and 
the Spirit’ (John 3:5) (5)  

20 Establish by law (5)  

21 Product of Gilead noted for its 
healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11) 
(4) 

 

Solutions page 20  
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18th May, Ascension Day, 40 Days with 

the Risen Christ 
40 days after Easter comes Ascension 
Day. These are the 40 days during 
which the Risen Christ appeared again 
and again to His disciples, following His 
death and resurrection. (Matthew 28; 
Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 

 The Gospels give us little of 
Christ’s teachings and deeds during 
those 40 days. Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road 
to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and 
encouraged His disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all that the 
Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as 
the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them – to all corners 
of the earth, as His witnesses. 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on 
Ascension Day. Luke records the story with great poignancy: ‘When 
Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands – 
and blessed them.’ 

 As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension 
Day completes it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act 
on earth was to bless His disciples. He and they had a bond as close as 
could be: they had just lived through three tumultuous years of public 
ministry and miracles – persecution and death – and resurrection!  Just 
as we part from our nearest and dearest by still looking at them with love 
and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing 
them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was 
not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would 
also be theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, 
to my God and your God…’  (John 20:17) 

 The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine 
being one of the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, 
and to have Him look on you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes 
on: ‘they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53) 

No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one 
day!  ‘I am going to prepare a place for you… I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the 
meantime, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every 
nation on earth. 
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St Andrew's Church Annexe is a 
friendly and vibrant community 
building, we would encourage 
anyone wishing to use it. 

Providing flexible meeting space 
for use by local community and 
volunteer groups, including 
regular activities for children and 
adults. Offering an ideal venue for family parties, conferences, coffee 
mornings or other get-togethers, Craft groups and Church groups. 

Situated in the grounds of St Andrew, the Annexe is attached to the 
Church, is within easy reach of good public 
transport links and close to the A690 and A1(M). 

There is a fully functional kitchen has been 
recently re furbished and has ample parking. 

Please email info@standrews-chiltonmoor.church 

St Andrew’s Church Annexe “In the 

Heart of the Community” 













Christian Worship In Fence Houses 
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out 

more. All are welcome. 

St Andrew:  Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist    

    (Communion) 

    Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion 

Christian Activities In Fence Houses 
Tuesday:  (2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club) 

Monday:  Quilting Group (St Andrew) 

Thursday:  (3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew) 

    (4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew) 

    Churchill Square  Community Room  

St John: 

Sunday :  Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm 

Monday:  Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am 

Thursday:  Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm 

Saturday:  Coffee Morning 

    Second Saturday of each Month 






