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Vicar’s Letter May 2022
From Rev Christine

D

ear sisters and brothers
As time marches on and we find
ourselves in May, the intensity of
Holy week and the joy of Easter
Sunday with its resurrection hope
seems a distant memory. The visible signs
of hope that we find in the new life of nature
are all around us, God’s creation in all its
glory. Blossom and
spring flowers, the
buds that are bursting
into beautiful green
leaves, the birds making themselves busy
building nests; new life is all around us.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away: Behold, the
new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17
However, we cannot help but be affected by the many challenging
issues that are going on all around us both at home and abroad. We
are faced with the mire of dishonesty surrounding those who run our
country, with politicians of all party persuasions who are totally out of
touch with the realities of the financial difficulties faced by ordinary
people. We continue to see pressure on our precious NHS as Covid
19 (hardly mentioned in the news now) continues to impact on
peoples’ health. And, then there are the many troubled places around
the world with the war in Ukraine taking centre stage. “If possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” Romans 12:18
We watch in horror through our TV news at the destruction and death,
perhaps it has more impact than other more recent wars in other parts
of the world because it feels closer to home, closer to the way we live.
The outpouring of support and solutions for the many refugees fleeing
their war-torn homeland has been admirable and we, as a worshipping
community, have certainly played our part in that too. “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9
The magnitude of the world’s difficulties can feel overwhelming, and
we can feel hopeless and helpless leading to
us losing sight of our Easter Hope, losing sight
of the resurrection promises as Jesus
overcomes death for us. Not only do we need
to hold onto that hope for ourselves, but we
also need to share it with others, those who
haven’t yet heard the message.
I would suggest that one way in which
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we can refocus ourselves and be an example to others is prayer. “First of all
then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” 1 Timothy 2:1
-2 As we come together in worship we are raising our prayers to God in each
part of the service and as we gather in small groups or pray individually we
should never underestimate the power of prayer. I would like to invite you as
part of our worshipping community to light a candle at 7pm each day that you
can and join together in saying this prayer:
We light this candle for peace, Lord. May its light scatter the
darkness; may its flame be a symbol of hope; may
its burning be a sign of faith joining with many
other lights for peace. We light this candle for
peace. May our lives be an expression of
peacemaking; may we seek to be lights in a dark
world, pointing to you, Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
and following you in the way of peace. Let the candle burn,
as a sign for peace, offered to you. Amen
In this way we are both nourishing ourselves and our community giving us
the strength to be beacons of peace and hope when the darkness threatens
to overwhelm.
Blessings and Peace Rev. Christine
Rev Christine invites you to light a candle for Ukraine on St Andrew’s Church
website www.standrews-chiltonmoor.church


Prayer for May
Dear Father in Heaven,
As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are aware that not
everything in your world is beautiful; not every attitude or action is
beautiful, or kind, or just.
There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can
sometimes feel overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to remember that Jesus
came to bring all this brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and
wholeness. Thank you that by His life, death and resurrection Jesus
overcame death for ever. Thank you that He ascended into heaven so
that the Holy Spirit could come to live in believers, to give strength
and power and resilience, so that Your work goes on.
Thank you that nothing in all creation – no evil attacks, no illness, no human
powers, no circumstances at all – can ever separate us from Your love.
We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You.
We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You to be the Lord, who
reigns over all – and we are thankful.
In Jesus name. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
A Spring parish picnic is always a good idea –
although you must bear some details in mind. First,
whatever date you choose will turn out be the wettest
of the year. English picnics are invariably eaten under
umbrellas while wearing Wellingtons and the sort of determinedly cheerful
look that defies anyone to admit they would rather be home in front of the
fire.
Second, no matter how early in the year, wasps will emerge from
hibernation in huge numbers, and terrorise Mrs Hornby with the picnic
baskets. And thirdly, someone will bring along their (hungry) dog. Last time
Colonel Psmith’s spaniel outdid herself: she leapt up, head butted a piece of
Madeira cake out of Mrs Horngirdle’s hand – and ate the lot – before even a
crumb could touch the ground. A good piece of field work, that.
Half-way through the afternoon, some over-excited member of the party
will decide to arrange a game of rounders. (Mr Poppinjay tried this one year,
as in his youth he had been athletic. Fortunately, the ambulance got there
quickly, and the ankle healed well.) Then the mothers who join in will
completely ignore the ball sailing past them, while they discuss some burning
topic of Mother’s Union gossip.
In the meantime, the young choir members, who were the reason for
arranging the game in the first place, will have drifted off to the lake to throw
stones at the ducks while no one is looking.
For our annual picnic, I use my own car, making sure it is so full of
clerical robes and church magazines that no one else can fit in. Throughout
the day, I keep returning to it to make sure no one has broken in to steal the
Communion wine – and taking the opportunity to catch up on the cricket
scores. By the middle of the afternoon, I usually remember that some urgent
duty, such as blessing a traction engine, demands my departure.
The rest of the party, by now soaked, cold and knowing the coach to take
them home is still several hours off, only wish they had such demanding work
to tear them away.
Your loving uncle, Eustace

A peek at the production of our magazine!
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The Refugee
All that I was, I no longer am
All that I have, I hold in my hand
My home, my love, my world are all
gone
One among thousands, I shuffle
along.
Only last week I knew who I was
All that has gone, and only because
Someone in a land a long way away
Turned life into hell one terrible day.
He started a war, his heart icy cold
He rained down his hell on the young
and the old
I ran for my life for I had no choice
And nobody heard the fear in my
voice.
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’
Summed up in a word – the word
‘refugee’.
I have no control, no say in my fate

Just one in a crowd, I stand and I
wait.
Waiting for what? The future’s
unclear,
For armed men have taken all that I
held dear
Along with my hopes, and all I had
planned
All swept away by the tanks in my
land.
One thing alone puts a smile on my
face
A far nicer stranger has come to this
place;
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea?
And – best of all – someone who
sees me as me.
By Nigel Beeton

Church Finances
Michael Baxter
I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during March 2022.

Income exceeded expenditure by £1829.
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Bill’s Gardening Tips For May

S

tart planting out summer bedding plants in beds,
containers and baskets towards the end of the month.
Don't be tempted to plant out too early. Late air frosts can
occur well into the month which will kill them off.
Once spring bulbs have gone over, let the foliage die back
naturally. Adding a liquid fertiliser around the clumps will give a
better display next spring.
Water early and late to optimise water supply.
Thin out hardy annuals.
Plant up hanging baskets; use good quality compost, slow release fertiliser and
water-retaining crystals.
Divide herbacious perennials to improve vigour and provide new plants.
Divide hostas as they come into growth.
Trim back spreading plants such as aubrieta.
Treat any powdery mildew on plants such as rhododendrons with fungicide.
Lift forget-me-nots to prevent heavy self-seeding.
Prune penstemons now.
Lightly cut back late honeysuckle.
Prune out overcrowded early clematis.
Tie in sweet peas.
Prune spring-flowering shrubs after flowering.
Trim back lavenders.
Top dress permanent pot plants.
Continue weeding.
Happy gardening

Thank you, for contributing and buying or reading our magazine in these
troubled times. Our church needs your continued commitment and
enthusiasm!
We think that the following verses from the New Testament could be an
inspiration
Galatians 6:9
9
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap
a harvest if we do not give up.
Colossians 4:5-6
5
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
Don’t become weary, make the most of every opportunity, let our writing be
full of grace…remember our aim is to reap a harvest, to bear witness to the
wonderful gospel of Jesus Christ, our ascended Lord.
May God bless you and guide you this month and as we prepare the next
issue of our magazine, please contribute some articles, thank you,
Warm wishes
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May Crossword
Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4)
(11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm
65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his
side’(Exodus32:27)(5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in
the temple was torn from— to bottom
(Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good
he ought——and doesn’t do it,
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so
far has he removed our transgressions
from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a
basin and began to—his disciples’
feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn
which swallowed up the good ears in
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has(anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham
and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that
they...sleep for—and—
awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes
me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2
Timothy 1:16) (11)
Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not
break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly — appeared with the
angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his
— — into the door, and he will become
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your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy
15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do
good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even
death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her
tears’(Luke7:38)(3)
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or
Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—
you’(Luke6:30)(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where
does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1)
(4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said
would be taken from Jerusalem and
Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2)
(4)

Solutions page 18

For sale
Classified Ad:
Wedding dress
for sale. Worn
once, by
mistake. Call
Stephanie.

Bread
Baker’s trade
bread recipes on
a knead-to-know
basis.

Not expecting this
The young minister took his wife
to the Maternity Hospital and was
told it would be a long labour.
So, he agreed to ring at
lunchtime for news. But when he
phoned, he dialled the wrong number and got the County Cricket
Ground. He said: “I brought my
wife to your place early this
morning. Is there any news?”
He was surprised to be told:
“Yes, there are seven out and the
last two were ducks.”

Encyclopaedias
Sorting out books for the local fete, a parishioner came across some
well-worn and dusty illustrated encyclopaedias, treasured from his
childhood. Unwilling to part with them, he put them on a shelf in the
garage where his small grandchildren found them and spent many
happy hours looking at the pictures. These books, however, caused
him great embarrassment the day the minister came to visit. One of
his grandchildren suddenly said: “Grandad, can we go look at those
dirty books you keep in the garage?”
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Christian Aid Coffee Morning Saturday
21st May 10.00 - 11.30am

I

t seems that when I write an article for the magazine, I am always asking
people for money or thanking them for their donations. Unfortunately, this
seems to be a period in our lives where everything is costing us all a lot
more money. However, we do need to remember that there are many
people all over the world who are a lot worse off than ourselves.
This year we are holding a coffee morning for Christian Aid on Saturday
st
21 May and I can assure you it will be a very pleasant morning meeting
friends, old and new, whilst enjoying a coffee or tea and delicious cakes or
savoury goodies.
As we enjoy this social morning there are women in places such as
Zimbabwe where seven out of ten rely on farming to earn a living and provide
for their families. But the lack of rain means they are unable to grow enough
food which means they struggle to provide for their children. In times of drought
many families can only afford to eat I bowl of porridge per day.
Can you imagine what that must feel like?
Please come along if you are feeling lonely, it’s the ideal place to meet new
people and everyone is welcome, those with a faith and those with non. We are
a very friendly group and our last coffee morning was a big
success - let’s hope this one will be the same. Together, let
us turn Hunger into Hope.
There is a Christian Aid Envelope in your magazine and
if you would like to make a donation this would be gratefully
accepted. This can be given to your magazine distributor or
passed on to any church member.
Thank you,
Christine Baxter

Miscellaneous observations on life….
The way to do a great deal is to keep on doing a little. The way to do nothing
at all is to be continually resolving that you will do everything. – C H
Spurgeon
Thinking of going on holiday? Look in the mirror. If you look like your passport photo, you probably need the trip. – Anon
Don’t wait for people to be friendly, show them how. – Anon
Assumption is the mother of all foul-ups. – Anon
Be different. Conform. – Anon
A smile is a curve which helps to put things straight. – Anon
Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake when
you make it again. – Anon
Is a lame duck a politician whose goose has been cooked? – Anon
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Make time for your older relatives

M

any of our older people are lonely. They lost touch with their
families during the pandemic, and it seems that they have still not
caught up again.
A recent survey by Age UK found that as many as 27 percent of
people aged 60 and over admit that they speak less to their families now,
and 24 per cent of older people say they feel less close to their relatives than
before the pandemic.
The survey also found that millions of older people have lost the
confidence to go out, and suffer more from memory loss, disturbed sleep,
and anxiety. The charity is urging people to reach out to their older friends
and relatives and encourage them. It warns: “The pandemic has had a big
impact on everyone and very few of us are emerging from the last two years
completely unscathed.”

Understanding The Bible

T

he Bible is a popular book, with five billion copies sold worldwide
every year, as well as a uniquely precious book. At her coronation
the Queen was given a Bible, ‘the most precious thing this world
affords’.
The Bible isn’t simply one book, but a library of 66 books, composed by
some 44 writers over a period of 1500 years in a range of styles including
history, poetry, prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (looking at the end times).
Despite having a number of different writers, the Bible claims one author –
God Himself!
As the Word of God, it is the primary way by which God speaks to us.
‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the
word of God in the words of men’) and is a manual for life, equipping us to
live for God in every aspect of our lives. We also have the promise of the
Holy Spirit, who helps us to apply its words to our lives: ‘But when He, the
Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth’ John 16:13.
The Bible can also be described as a love letter from God, as it deepens
our relationship with Him. Jesus said: ‘You diligently study the Scriptures
because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have
life’ (John 5:39,40). Christians follow a person not a book, and the Scriptures
are intended to help us to know Jesus better. Like a signpost, the Bible
points us to the person of Jesus.
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Ascension Day

T

his month at Ascension Day, we remember Jesus
ascending to ‘God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). It’s
a somewhat neglected Christian festival, taking
place on a Thursday, 40 days after Easter.
However, this phrase is used in three different
contexts in the New Testament.
Sitting at God’s right hand
Jesus occupies a position of power and authority at the centre of the
universe, ‘exalted to the right hand of God’ (Acts 2:33). This position was
secured by His death and resurrection, enabling us to experience the life of
heaven, including eternal life, forgiveness, healing and the power to
transform lives and communities. Is this our expectation and experience?
Standing at God’s right hand
Our experience of heaven is only partial because of the presence of
suffering and disappointment in our lives. Stephen, the first Christian martyr,
saw Jesus ‘standing at the right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56), when being stoned
to death. Do we see that Jesus is on the throne and has a purpose for our
lives, even when we are going through setbacks and difficulties? As a result
of Stephen’s death, the church grew and the apostle Paul was impacted.
Where do we see the fruit of the suffering in our lives?
Praying at God’s right hand
Finally, we are told that Jesus is ‘interceding for us’ at God’s right hand
(Romans 8:34 & Hebrews 7:25). Jesus is on our side at the heart of the
universe and fully knows our needs when praying for us. He is for us, even
when we feel defeated by the wrong things in our lives. How does this help
us now?
So where has Jesus gone? Because He is in heaven, the Ascension
opens up the possibility that we can experience the life of heaven, both now
and in eternity.

War in Ukraine: Appeal for more Bibles

B

ible Society is appealing for funds to send more Bibles
to Ukraine. It says that Christians in the UK “can speak
hope” into the crisis by providing Ukrainian pastors and
churches with more Bibles with which to share “the love
and power of God’s Word.”
Oleksandr, who leads the Bible Society team in Ukraine, tells the story:
“A few days ago, a pastor visited our office, asking for Bibles. When he heard
that we had none left, he pleaded for Bibles that were damaged or even
copies with pages missing. He said, ‘These Bibles would be of immense
value to my congregation and the community!’ It was heart-breaking. “God’s
Word can help bring comfort, peace, and reconciliation to our nation. We
long for more Bibles.” Details at: www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate/
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Rev Christine, Curate & Chaplain

B

eing a curate in the parish has been a long-held desire of
mine, a call that I have responded to, and I know that a lot of
thought went into placing me where I am. I have to say that I
am thoroughly enjoying what I am doing and do feel, despite
the need to spread myself around four
churches, that I am getting to know you all a
bit better. From some conversations I have
had recently it came to light that there are
still things about me and my ministry that
many of you don’t know so let me tell you
about my role as a chaplain.
I am a self supporting minister (SSM)
which means I am not paid for my work in
the parish, some folk do this when they are
retired and have an income from a work
pension but I work three days a week for the
NHS as a Chaplain for a mental health trust.
I am based just outside of Durham at
Lanchester Road Hospital and minister to
patients and staff on four locked wards.
Rev Christine showing
Locked wards sound rather grim but the off the lovely Faith
need to keep them so is more to keep
Centre window
patients safe rather
than keep them away from others. Being
admitted to the wards is something of a last
resort when people are too unwell to keep
themselves safe at home, the time in
hospital is used to stabilize them with
medication and talking therapies before
sending them home to the care of their
families or community mental health teams.
My role as a Chaplain is to be available to
meet people’s religious and spiritual needs
while they are in the care of the hospital
and to also be available to do the same for
all the staff. As you can imagine it can be a
very challenging working environment for
staff so the need to have a confidential
Rev Christine with
listening ear can be vital.
Chaplaincy colleague,
Listening to and ‘being with’ is the core
Shashi who is a Hindu of my work, this is a very pastoral role which
is also the core of a curates ministry, though
the pandemic has restricted this. I feel very privileged to be
alongside people who are often at their most vulnerable, prayer
and being prayed for is, for many, a real tangible comfort because 
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they find themselves in such darkness. I feel that chaplaincy is a real
symbol of hope to many on the wards and I know that God gives me the
strength to hear some very painful and disturbing stories with compassion
and grace.
It isn’t all darkness and gloom though. I get to join in with all sorts of
creative activities on the ward and sometimes bring some of my own. There
is often laughter as we work together to make something or learn something
and being part of people’s milestones on the way to recovery is a huge joy.
One Sunday a month I am at the hospital to offer Communion by extension
and accessible worship and sometimes this is so Spirit filled that it blows me
away.
I have made links with the nearest Parish that has an incumbent,
Lanchester and have arranged for patients to visit the church building when
they have wanted to. I have also made links with the local MU who sent
presents for patients and staff at Christmas and more recently Easter Eggs
that I handed out on Easter Sunday afternoon.
I do feel that my work as a Chaplain links into work in the Parish and
vice versa and I would ask that you all include the patients and staff on
Tunstall, Farnham, Langley and Ramsay wards in your personal prayers
along with myself and my chaplaincy colleagues.
Best wishes Rev. Christine
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MOTHERS
UNION
ST. ANDREW’S
It was decided to change the time of the
meeting from an evening to an
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third
Thursday of the month. We hope this
will be convenient to all members, and
maybe we could welcome new
members.
Mary Shearer

Beetle

The Beetle drive is on the second Thursday
of the month in Churchill Square
Community Centre from 2-4pm for an
afternoon of fun and games. New members
are more than welcome to come along and
join in.
Jean Campbell
The craft class meet in the
Church Annexe every
Monday from 2-4pm

Out and about on the roads? Remember the NEW
Highway Code
When did you last read the Highway Code? Various ‘fundamental’
changes were recently made which will surely affect you.
For example, there is a new hierarchy of road users, where drivers now
have new responsibilities to watch out for people who are walking, cycling, or
riding a horse.
Another example is that cyclists are now advised to cycle in the centre of
lanes in slower-moving traffic.
Finally, do you even know how best to open your car door? According to
the Highway Code, you should use your hand on the opposite side to the
door you are opening; for example, use your left hand to open a door on your
right-hand side. This will make you turn your head to look over your shoulder.
You are then more likely to avoid causing injury to cyclists or motorcyclists
passing you on the road, or to people on the pavement.
Read all about the new rules at: www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code
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22nd May: Rogation Sunday (Sunday
Before Ascension)

R

ogation means an asking of God – for
blessing on the seed and land for the year
ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency,
war, plague, drought or foul weather.
The practice began with the Romans, who invoked
the help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In
those days a crowd moved in procession around the
cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals,
and driving away Winter with sticks. They wanted to rid
the cornfields of evil.
In about 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm
and epidemic. So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan
custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields
on the days leading up to Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating the bounds’
became a Christian ceremonial.
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century and became
a fixed and perennial asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide,
a little party would set out to trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head
marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and
after them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing
along. Most of them held slender wands of willow.
At certain points along the route – at well-known landmarks like a bridge
or stile or ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest,
and a litany or rogation is said, imploring God to send seasonable wealth,
keep the corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an
ample harvest. At some point beer and cheese would be waiting.
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was
much to be said for ‘beating the bounds.’ It was still very common as late as
the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries rarely came into
dispute, for everyone knew them. (Do you know yours today?)

In the cycle of prayer for our village we for the teachers and head

teachers who devote their days to shepherding our students. Please be
present as our government and leaders make impactful decisions. We ask
for guidance and patience for the parent volunteers as they serve our
neighbourhood schools. We pray that our schools will be a safe, positive
community for our students.
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1st May: May Day & Unbridled Merriment

M

ay is the month when the ancient pagans
used to get up to ‘all sorts’! The Romans held
their festival to honour the mother-goddess
Maia, goddess of nature and growth. (May is
named after her.) The early Celts celebrated
the feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli.
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad
in May. After the hardship of winter, and hunger of early
Spring, May was a time of indulgence. One Philip
Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandalised: ‘for what
kissing and bussing, what smooching and slabbering one
of another, is not practised?’
Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions. Then folk would stay out all
night in the dark rain-warm thickets and return in the morning for dancing on
the green around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening
bonfires.
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May Day, and in
1644 May Day was abolished altogether. Many May poles came down – only
to go up again at the Restoration, when the first May Day of King Charles’s
reign was ‘the happiest Mayday that hath been many a year in England’,
according to Pepys.
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young
Queen of the May decorated with garlands and streamers and flowers, a May
Pole to weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at
Tissington in Derbyshire.
May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of
summer, growth in nature, and – since 1833 – Robert Owen’s vision of a
millennium in the future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no
more poverty, injustice or cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in
modern times, May Day has become Labour Day, which honours the dignity
of workers. And until recently, in communist countries May Day processions
were in honour of the achievement of Marxism.
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless
there is the well-known 6am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford
where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day.
An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower
We are here today and gone tomorrow – we are dead within an hour.
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune, as
there is about all purely sensuous joy. For May Day is not Easter, and the
joys it represents have always been earth-bound and fleeting.
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A problem with bats…..
Many churches have major problems with roosting bats. Three vicars mulled
over the problem.
There were three vicars having coffee together. During their
conversation, they discovered that all of their churches had been infested
with bats.
“Once I got so cross,” said one of them, “I borrowed a shotgun and fired
at the creatures. It made some holes in the roof but did nothing to get rid of
the bats.”
“I tried catching them,” said the second vicar, “then I drove 50 miles
before releasing them – but they beat me back to church.”
“I haven’t had any more problems,” said the third vicar. Amazed, the
other two vicars questioned what he had done. “I simply baptized and
confirmed them,” replied the third vicar, “and I haven’t seen them in church
since.”

A hymn for distraught Choirmasters
(Tune: Immortal Invisible)
Immoral, impossible, God only knows
How Tenors and Bases, Sopranos, Altos
At service on Sunday are rarely the same
As those who on Thursday to choir practice came.
Unready, unable to sight read the notes,
Not counting, nor blending, they tighten their throats:
The descant so piercing is soaring above
A melody only a mother could love.
They have a choirmaster but one wonders why
No one in the choir ever turns him an eye:
It’s clear by his flailing, he wants them to look,
But each singer slouches with nose in the book.

Despite the offences, the music rings out,
The folks in the pews are enraptured no doubt:
Their faces are blissful, their thoughts appear deep,
But it is no wonder, for they are asleep!
Thank you Rev Tony
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Christian Worship In Fence Houses

For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out more. All are
welcome.
St Andrew:
Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist
(Communion)
Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion

Tuesday:
Thursday:

St John:
Sunday :
Monday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Christian
Activities In Fence Houses
nd
(2 ) 6.30pm Women's Institute
Dubmire Club)
Quilting Group (St Andrew)
(3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew)
(4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew)
Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm
Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am
Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm
Coffee Morning
Second Saturday of each Month

