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Vicar’s Letter June 2022
From Rev John

W

ell, I write this on a beautiful
sunny day in the middle of
May. I can hear bees buzzing,
the gentle sway of trees, and it
feels wonderful. As you read this we’ll
probably be preparing for and have just
finished the celebrations for the Queen’s
platinum jubilee. And what a seventy years
it’s been, the changes we’ve seen in so
many different ways. The lives which have
been lived. Sometimes at big events like
this it’s good to pause, to take stock, to
think back on what’s happened what’s been good and what hasn’t. As
we celebrate as a nation let’s remember those good things which have
happened in those seventy years. The improvements in quality of life
we’ve had, the inventions we now take for granted. Let’s celebrate
those people we’ve been able to journey with through this time.
It has been a real joy in recent months to welcome families back
into church for baptisms and weddings. To be able to gather and have
those times of joy, those things which we’ve all missed out on in the
past two years. To celebrate with couples as they make promises to
one another, and declare the things which they’ve known privately for
a while, and to party with their families and friends. Too as we
welcome into the world little ones, children who have brought light and
life into our world. And to give thanks to God for new life or new love.
As a nation as we take a few days of extra holiday I’d encourage you
to take stock. The world may feel as though it’s full of bad things, there
have been too many funerals in the last two years, too many where
like the Queen those who mourn have had to do so alone, too many
times when we haven’t been able to have a coffee with friends, as the
summer is around us lets celebrate. Let’s look and see how others
decorated their homes through the lockdowns, lets take the time to sit
to enjoy the sunshine and time with friends. As we enjoy Lemon Swiss
Roll and Amaretti Trifle, as hopefully the weather is as good as when I
write this letter. Let’s make the most of the good times. But even if to
celebrate the jubilee the weather is appropriately and typically British
lets still celebrate that there is so much which is good in our world, and
when it’s not lets do what we can to make it a better place.
Grace and Peace
Rev John
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Christian Aid Spends £8m From British
People To Help Ukraine

T

he international development agency, Christian
Aid, will spend £8m on vital supplies over the
next six months to help the Ukrainian people.
The money comes from donations to DEC, the
Disasters Emergency Committee, that has raised more than £300m for
Ukraine. That’s around £3 on average donated by every person in the UK.
Through its local partners, Christian Aid has already provided medical
supplies, first aid kits, baby incubators as well as food and shelter for
refugees in Ukraine and Hungary.

Prayer for June 2022
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the beauty of the world you created, so evident
in this lovely month of June.
We bring before you, in prayer, those events going on in the
world which are so difficult to understand. We pray for all
your children who are suffering in any way, especially those
affected by war. Please, Lord, comfort them, assure them of
your presence – and deliver them from evil.
May we appreciate each day which you have made. Help us to rejoice and
be glad in the gift of each new day – and to trust you for all our
tomorrows, knowing that in you alone is our security.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
By Daphne Kitching

With Father’s Day in mind:

What a father says to his children is not heard by the world, but it will be
heard by posterity. – Richter
The adolescent is a child who is in the process of receiving from the hands
of God, through the intermediary of his parents, personal care of and
responsibility for his body, his affections and his mind. – Michael Quoist
A father is a banker provided by nature. – French proverb
The child had every toy his father wanted. – Robert C. Whitten
Directly after God in heaven comes Papa. – Mozart as a boy
The family that prays together stays together. – American proverb
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

T

his month we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. She is the
longest reigning monarch in British history. Up until recently she
attended church every week and still did a full week’s work at the
age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation
which stands out in her life. Even before she became
Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept for over
75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life,
whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your
service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service?
In 2002 she said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know
that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long
view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.”
These are wise words from somebody who draws her strength from the
Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to make our lives count!
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service
on behalf of others all her life. Six months before her coronation she asked
the nation and Commonwealth to
“pray that God may give me
wisdom and strength to carry out
the solemn promises I shall be
making, and that I may faithfully
serve Him and you, all the days
of my life.” Paul urges us to pray
for all in authority, “that we may
live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.” (1
Timothy 2:2).

O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the
Life,
we give You thanks for Your servant
Elizabeth our Queen.
May she ever be provided with all she
may need
for her ministry among us,
strengthened to meet every demand

which her office may make,
and in all things nourished by Your
word and example,
who with the Father and the Holy
Spirit live and reign,
world without end.
Amen.
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Harry Potter

T

wenty-five years ago, on 26th June 1997, J K Rowling’s first Harry
Potter novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, was
published in the UK.
It received massive acclaim, and another six best-selling books and
eight hugely successful films followed. The books have been translated into
over 80 languages, and have sold more than 500 million copies worldwide.
Spin-off books and films have followed, and the author also publishes crime
novels under a pen name.
Death and the struggle between good and evil are the central themes of
the Harry Potter series, and it has provoked much religious debate, centring
mainly on claims by some that the books contain occult and Satanic subtexts. Defenders of the books say that the magic in the Harry Potter series is
more akin to fairy tales and to The Lord of the Rings and Narnia.
Supporters argue that the whole story can be viewed as essentially Christian
in character, particularly the last volume, Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, in which the hero dies and comes back to life to save mankind.
Elsewhere themes of courage, love and the temptations of power are
central. It’s author – born Joanne Rowling in 1965 – has described herself
as a Christian and attended a Church of Scotland congregation while writing
Harry Potter. Her daughter Jessica was baptised there. More recently she
has been reluctant to talk “too deeply” about her beliefs.

Church Finances
Michael Baxter
I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during April 2022.

Income for the month was £1366 less than the expenditure.
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The Rectory
St James the Leas
My dear Nephew Darren
This has been an unusual month: we have moved from
hysterical excitement to deep disappointment within the
space of days.
For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously
donated by the Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect,
because her son, the tenth Duke, would not allow it in his house. It was
supposed to depict Daniel in the lions’ den, although I always thought it
looked more like a prospective adopter visiting a dog rescue centre. The
Dowager was less than pleased when it wasn’t made the centrepiece in the
sanctuary, but we managed to persuade her that her exceptional work of art
would be safer from theft if locked away.
Then – our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in
her bucket of disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have been a
sadness I suspect I could have learned to bear. But something more
interesting happened. Some of the Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to reveal
a painting underneath of what looked like a cherub.
The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell anyone
about the find. This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the entire parish
knew of the discovery of what had already been transformed into a priceless
pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our churchwarden has yet to learn the fact that if
you tell someone something in complete confidence, they assume it means
they can only tell one other person at a time.
By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins
wanted the treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably
with candles permanently burning beside it. She envisaged St James the
Least of All becoming a place of pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be revealed
cherub may work miracles of healing. She was already asking for opinions
about where the car park should be built to cater for the thousands of tourists
who would soon be flocking here. Another group wanted to sell it as soon as
possible and use the money to repair our church tower. A third group insisted
the fortune it would raise be given to African missionaries. Meanwhile, the
tenth Duke was consulting his solicitors to see how he might get the canvas
back to his castle.
We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art
lay underneath. It turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an advert
for the village pharmacist to sell his own brand of gripe water.
Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we
heard of the tenth Duke was that he was consulting a second set of solicitors
to see if he can get out of paying the first set for the work that they had done
to retrieve the painting.
Your loving uncle
Eustace

Bill’s gardening tips will be back next month
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June Crossword
Across
1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha when
he met the kings of Israel, Judah and
Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8 The request that led to the institution
of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to
pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—
’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force;they
build a siege ramp against me and —
around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s
household gods when he searched his
daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I
do not want you to be—’ (1 Corinthians
12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)
21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he
flourishes like a flower of the
field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across
(Romans13:4)(10)

(10)
9 Workers Ruth joined when she
arrived in Bethlehem with her motherin-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in
jail(Acts22:19)(8)
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and
make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and —
him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)

Down
1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave
his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a
bed’ (4)
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods
in several towns where they settled’ (2
Kings 17:29) (8)
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32)
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Weight
Signing the
register at a
wedding, the
groom had
difficulty in
making his ball
-point pen
work. “Put you
weight on it,”
said the vicar.
So the groom
complied:
‘John Smith (12
stone, four
pounds)’
These are genuine from house tenant complaint letters!!
My lavatory seat is cracked, where do I stand?
I am writing on behalf of my sink, which is coming away
from the wall.
Will you please send someone to mend the garden path. My
wife tripped and fell on it yesterday and now she is
pregnant.
I request permission to remove my drawers in the kitchen.
50% of the walls are damp, 50% have crumbling plaster and
50% are plain filthy.
The toilet is blocked and we cannot bath the children
until it is cleared.
Will you please send a man to look at my water, it is a
funny colour and not fit to drink.
Our lavatory seat is broken in half and is now in three
pieces.
Our kitchen floor is damp. We have two children and would
like a third so please send someone round to do something
about it.
This is to let you know that our lavatory seat is broke
and we can't get BBC2.

Don’t fool me
A three-year-old put his shoes on by himself. His mother noticed the left was
on the right foot. She said, “Sam, your shoes are on the wrong feet.”
He looked up at her and said, “Don’t kid me, Mum, I KNOW they’re my feet.”
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Jubilee Pudding Competition Winner
Announced As Judges Praise
'Wonderful' Cake

I

t is the pudding that will represent the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, a dish
destined to sit alongside coronation
chicken and Victoria sponge as an
iconic part of British history.
Jemma Melvin’s Lemon Swiss Roll and
Amaretti Trifle has been crowned the pudding fit for our Queen to celebrate
her unprecedented 70-year reign.
The Duchess of Cornwall announced Jemma’s creation as the star bake
on BBC One’s The Jubilee Pudding: 70 Years in the Baking. The programme
followed Fortum & Mason’s competition to find an original and celebratory
cake, tart or pudding fit for The Queen and worthy of marking her Platinum
Jubilee celebrations. Jemma, a 31-year-old copywriter from Southport,
Merseyside, was one five amateur bakers who made it to the grand final.
Fortnum & Mason Executive Pastry Chef Roger Pizey was tasked with
whittling down the 5,000 entries to find the five finalist puddings in last night’s
final. He praised Jemma’s “exceptional” entry, adding: “I really think we’ll be
making Jemma’s trifle for at least the next 50 to 100 years without a doubt.”
Both of Jemma’s grandmothers were the inspiration behind the dish one taught her to bake from the age of six, and the other’s signature dish
was a trifle. The lemon flavour is based on the lemon posset pudding served
at the Queen’s wedding in 1947. The pudding consists of lemon curd, Swiss
roll on the bottom, St Clement’s jelly, lemon custard, amaretti biscuits,
mandarin coulis, fresh whipped cream, candied peel, chocolate shards and
crushed amaretti biscuits on top.
After being announced as the winner, Jemma said, “I am so happy, I am
so happy. The thought of people recreating my pudding, especially round the
Jubilee, is just a total pleasure.” The intricate seven-layer confection wowed
all the judges, including TV chef Dame Mary Berry and MasterChef: The
Professionals judge Monica Galetti. Mary said: “It’s absolutely wonderful; I
think Britain is going to be so delighted and The Queen too.” Monica added:
“I love lemon, and sometimes people hold back, and they’re scared to put
that lemon into it, and as you’re eating it, you’re thinking, ‘oh, it can’t get any
better.’ Then I got chunks of the amaretti biscuit that have soaked up the
cream, and they’re chewy, and I am so happy right now.”
Jemma is sharing her sweet success with her gran. She explained: “My gran
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is with us, but sadly my nan is not; they are both extremely important to me.
My gran taught me how to bake, but my nan’s signature dish was a trifle.
Monica added: “I love lemon, and sometimes people hold back, and they’re
scared to put that lemon into it, and as you’re eating it, you’re thinking, ‘oh, it
can’t get any better.’ Then I got chunks of the amaretti biscuit that have
soaked up the cream, and they’re chewy, and I am so happy right now.”
The other final bakes were Susan Gardner’s Four Nations Pudding,
Shabnam Russo’s Rose Falooda Cake, Kathryn Maclennan’s Passionfruit
Thyme Frangipane and Sam Smith’s Jubilee Bundt Cake.
Fortnum’s will support The Big Jubilee Lunch as the nation comes
together for the Jubilee weekend celebrations, gifting the winning Platinum
Pudding recipe to the nation for all to enjoy for the commemorative weekend
and beyond. The recipe will be available online via the BBC Good Food
website, Fortnum & Mason website and The Big Jubilee Lunch website.
All profits from the sale of this product in Fortnum & Mason will be donated to
two UK charities: Centrepoint (registered charity no. 292411) and The Big
Jubilee Lunch, part of the Eden Project.

250 years ago, on 22nd June 1772 that the
Court of King’s Bench ruled that slavery
was illegal in England and Wales. But it
remained legal in British Overseas Territories and
colonies until 1833.
100 years ago, on 10th June 1922 that Judy Garland, American actress
and singer, was born. Best known for her films The Wizard of Oz and
Meet Me in St Louis. Died 1969.
Also 100 years ago, from 28th June 1922 to 24th May 1923, that the Irish
Civil War took place. Led to Pro-Treaty leading to confirmation of the Irish
Free State.
80 years ago, from 4th– 7th June 1942 that the Battle of Midway took place.
The USA defeated Japan in the most important naval battle of the Pacific
Campaign.
65 years ago, on 1st June 1957 that the first premium bond prize draw took
place in Britain.
40 years ago, on 14th June 1982 that the Falklands War ended. Argentine
forces surrendered to the British in Port Stanley and a ceasefire was
agreed. Argentine president Leopold Galtieri resigned on 17th June.
Also 40 years ago, on 21st June 1982 that Prince William of Wales was
born. Son of Charles and Diana, he is second-in-line to the British throne.
15 years ago, on 27th June 2007 that Gordon Brown became British Prime
Minister.
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Apple’s first iPhone

J

ust 15 years ago, on 29th June 2007, Apple released the first iPhone.
From the original concept of an efficient, easy-to-use, slick mobile
phone, it transformed by the time of its creation into what was
described by Brian Merchant, author of The One Device, as the
“primary platform for thousands of apps offering streaming music and
video, real-time video chat, addictive videogames and virtual and augmented
reality experiences”.
Steve Jobs, founder of Apple, called the iPhone a “revolutionary and magical
product” that “fits beautifully into the palm of your hand”. Five years after its
debut, more than 200 million had been sold. Merchant calls it a “culturally
dominant, world-eating phenomenon”.
From the outset, the iPhone was hugely popular, with queues forming for
hours outside Apple stores in both Europe and America on its release. In
addition, Jobs provided an iPhone free to all his employees.
To some Christians, the Apple logo is disturbing, suggesting that eating the
fruit in Eden opened the door to enlightenment – Jobs was a devotee of
Eastern mysticism. While Christianity offers faith and hope, they suggest
that Apple offers a convenient life, enabled
through technology.
Other Christians, however, point out that
Apple technology has enabled the Gospel to
be widely heard and, in many senses, seen.
FaceTime through the iPhone also made a
dramatic and positive difference to people’s
lives under lockdown.

Prayer Cards For Comfort And Hope

M

ore than a million free prayer cards
are being delivered to cathedrals
and churches of all denominations
to help people find comfort and
hope.
The cards, which will be available for visitors in
cathedrals and other churches, are designed to help people discover prayer
– whether to express grief, loneliness, fear or worry, or simply to say thank
you. They are among resources produced by the Explore Project, an initiative
shaped by people’s experience of the pandemic.
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Some Simple Tricks To Save Energy

T

he on-going rise in energy costs is eye-watering. Here are some
well-proven ways to save money:
Always turn off the lights when you
leave a room. Forget about
maintaining an ‘ambience’ in your home.
Turn down your thermostat by at least a
degree. Or two. Or three?
Get some LED bulbs – they are six times
more efficient, last much longer, and use 90
per cent less energy than old-style bulbs.
Shower rather than bath. Don’t worry about a
bit of dirt on your children. It can strengthen
their immune systems and help prevent them
from becoming allergic to everything.
Don’t boil the kettle all the time – it eats up about six per cent of all your
electricity per year. Why not consider making a pot rather than a mug, so
that you drink as much overall, but less often?
Make a draught excluder – you know, the ones that look like sausage dogs.
Don’t turn up the heat to combat a draught, fix the draught.
Keep doors closed. If you don’t need to heat your WHOLE house, don’t.
Put some more clothes on. We all know people who like to wear only teeshirts at home, even in winter. If they belong to your family, get them to put
on a jumper, cuddle the dog, wrap up in a blanket, or run up and down the
stairs, not turn up the heating.
Set your washing machine at 30. Washing at 30 rather than 40 degrees can
reduce your energy consumption by 60 per cent per cycle, according to the
energy experts.
Use your electric clothes dryer less. It can account
for five per cent of all household electricity. Far
cheaper to buy a washing line!
Use your oven only when you can fill it up. Never
cook just one thing at a time. And when you are
done, leave the oven door open to help heat the
house.
All of these are small steps, but together they
could make a big difference this year.
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Cover competition runner’s up

Emily Straughan age 8
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MOTHERS
UNION
ST. ANDREW’S
It was decided to change the time of the
meeting from an evening to an
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third
Thursday of the month. We hope this
will be convenient to all members, and
maybe we could welcome new
members.
Mary Shearer

Beetle

The Beetle drive is on the second Thursday
of the month in Churchill Square
Community Centre from 2-4pm for an
afternoon of fun and games. New members
are more than welcome to come along and
join in.
Jean Campbell
The craft class meet in the
Church Annexe every
Monday from 2-4pm

There will be a service on the 5th of June
10.30am followed by a faith lunch. We are
hoping to plant something to
commemorate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee
In the cycle of prayer for our village we Prayer children & students sitting
exams
Come still my heart, O Lord Calm my nerves and focus my mind. Father, I lay
before you everything I have studied. May I channel all I have learnt into this
exam. Please give me the faith to believe I can pass this test, Yet the peace
to know that all is well. Thank you that you are with me no matter what the
result, Thank you that your friendship is eternal. Amen.
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Father’s Day

F

ans of the popular Star Wars films were
surprised when Darth Vader said to Luke
Skywalker “I am your father.” This
unexpected disclosure paved the way for
future surprises in the episodes that followed.
Many times, Jesus surprised His hearers with parables that had unexpected
twists and turns. No doubt He astonished the disciples when He first called
God ‘Father’ and went on to instruct them to pray saying “Our Father in
heaven…”. No one had called God ‘Father’ before!
Shortly before His arrest, trial and crucifixion, Jesus talked to His
disciples about God the Father. He said: “In my Father’s house are many
rooms.” This prompted Philip to ask: “Show us the Father, that is all we
need.” Jesus replied: “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.”
Jesus knew this concept would be hard to grasp and so had to frequently
speak about God as His Father. For three years the disciples had listened to
profound teaching and witnessed miracles. They knew Jesus was different,
but as His ministry drew to a close they were learning more about the special
relationship that God had with Jesus.
On 19th June it will be Father’s Day. This is an occasion to remember the
role our dads are playing now or have played in our lives. Hopefully, we have
good memories and recall times of loving care they showed to us.
Unfortunately, some people do not know their fathers, or they have been
absent for long periods or may be neglectful, deceitful, or abusive. Sadly,
some children and adults would rather not remember their fathers, having
suffered some trauma or family breakdown.
It is good to know that God is not like this. Jesus came to reveal God as
our Heavenly Father, who is loving, compassionate, merciful, forgiving, and
caring. God is the model father who knows what is good for us and wants the
best for us.
So, Father’s Day can be a reminder that we are God’s children, and that
we can possess the blessings He has kept for
us. In the story of our lives God has revealed
Himself in a surprising way. He says to each
one of us ‘I am your Father’. Now that is
something to celebrate!
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5th June ,Day Of Pentecost, Whit Sunday

P

entecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of First
Fruits, which was observed at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It
was seven weeks after Easter, or 50 days including Easter.
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound
exactly world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most important
days in world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit – the day the Church was born.
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen,
and that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee.
Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not do the work
themselves. They would need His help.
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other
followers, for many days. And then on that fateful morning there was
suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered
on their heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues, to the
astonishment of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 19) was dramatically reversed that morning.
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers
of Jesus. The Church was born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and
power, utterly different from their former fearful selves. The change in them
was permanent.
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning,
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible
death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days
before. And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised.
How’s that for fast church growth!
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in
this world. All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s
Spirit guided people and
strengthened them. But now,
because of Christ’s death and
resurrection, He could
INDWELL them. From now on,
every Christian could have the
confidence that Jesus was with
them constantly, through the
indwelling of His Holy Spirit.
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From An Old St Andre Magazine
March, 1949, Price 3d
My dear Friends,
I have been looking back over a Confirmation register. The figures are revealing.
Between 1930 and 1940 321 people were confirmed through S. Andrew’s
Church. Now, allow for marriages and removals—and allow a good deal! Very few
will have died since then, of the rest not more than ten attend S. Andrew's Church
(except possibly on the odd special occasion), And of these ten, perhaps six are at all
regular communicants. Startling !
From 1941—1948 167 people were confirmed. Of these 75 are regular attenders
at Church. About 55 attend Communion anything from weekly to monthly.
I am not trying to draw a comparison between 1930-40 and 1941-48—that
would be unfair. For many of the present communicants are young people, some still
in Bible Class. We shall have to look back in 1960(!) over this present period 194150 to make a just judgment. What shall we see ? A better record? We hope so. But
have we any grounds for hope ?
Why is it that so many people are confirmed each year, and but a fraction remain
permanently loyal communicants ? Why be confirmed ? One can be as regular as
clock-work at Evensong without being confirmed. The point is that Confirmation
and the Holy Communion are inseparably linked. One cannot receive the Holy
Communion without being confirmed (except in special circumstances) : and if
Confirmation does not lead to regular communicant life, what is the point in being
confirmed ?
There are over 210 children in our Sunday Schools and Bible Class. The
youngest is four years old: in eight or nine years he will be confirmed. How many of
these 200 children will be regular communicants in 15—20 years time ?
The Holy Communion is the Church’s oldest service : it began in simple form
immediately after Our Lord’s Ascension, and was called “the breaking of
bread.” (cp. Acts 2, 42).
Do you remember the Bishop placing his hands on your head? He said this
prayer, “ Defend, O Lord, this thy child with Thy heavenly grace that he may
continue Thee for ever, and daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit until he come to Thine
everlasting Kingdom.” Amen, .
Will you, because you are confirmed, and to help those young folk confirmed
during the last few years, make a rule about the frequency of your communion?
Make other things fit in with that rule? Why not start by going at least once every
month? You can always work up from that !
Your sincere friend and Vicar,
E. G. CASEY.
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From St Andrew’s Church magazine, December, 1959 Price Fourpence
Dear friends,
We wish to take this opportunity of expressing our gratitude to all who took part
in our wedding service. To the Rev. E. G. Casey for being so kind as to return to his
“old’’ Parish to marry us: to the choir for their beautiful singing and to the guests and
friends in the church who assisted in making this ‘‘our day.”’
We are grateful also for the many lovely gifts which we received and in using
them, will always remember ‘‘such a lovely wedding.’’
Yours sincerely,
Mr. and Mrs. G. G. RENNISON
(Geoff. and Mary).
Wedding.
Geoffrey Garwin Rennison to Mary Elizabeth Tindale.
Baptism.
Kathleen Mary Ward.
RIP.
George Robert Elliott, aged 65 years.

Page 18

Christian Worship In Fence Houses
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out
more. All are welcome.
St Andrew:
Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist
(Communion)
Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion

Christian Activities In Fence Houses
Tuesday:
Thursday:
St John:
Sunday :
Monday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

(2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club)
Quilting Group (St Andrew)
(3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew)
(4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew)
Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm
Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am
Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm
Coffee Morning
Second Saturday of each Month

