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Vicarõs Letter February 2023 
From Rev Christine  

Love Actually 

One of my all-time favourite films is Love 

Actually, and as Dawn will attest, I will 

watch it at any given opportunity.  Having 

watched it many times there is something 

very comfortable about it for me and I 

thoroughly enjoy the many layered love 

stories that are woven within it.  The 

complications of this thing we call love is 

played out beautifully in the lives of those whom we, as a 

viewer, are invited to journey with. 

 We see the agony of unrequited love, the hesitant steps of 

new love developing, the obstacles and misunderstandings of 

new love, the lure and temptation of forbidden love, love that 

gets in the way of love, the pain of betrayal and the depth of 

love between friends.  All of us will perhaps relate more strongly 

to one story line above the others and all of us will have our own 

opinions and views. 

 I am a huge fan of the late Alan Rickman and always feel 

the tug of disappointment at his character for being weak and 

tempted. However, the standout story for me is the surprising 

and constant love of the manager for the washed-out rock star.  

This is a love that has been really tested and is eventually 

rewarded with the acknowledgement of love returned.  If you 

havenôt watched the film already, I apologise for any spoilers.  

This love speaks to me of the love of God, and the sort of Love 

that Jesus speaks about in Matthew 22 v 37:  ñHe said to him, 

óYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.ô  This is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: óyou shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.ô On these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets.ò 

 We are fast approaching Valentines Day a time when Love 

is all around us, at least from an advertising perspective!  Then 

we move into Lent a time of reflection before we 

acknowledge the immeasurable love of Jesus as he gives 
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