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Vicar’s Letter April 2022
From Rev John

I

’ll be honest I’ve found watching the
news of the war in Ukraine terrible.
There are times when I’ve avoided
watching the news because I didn’t
want to see any more, didn’t want to hear
anything else about the true evils which are
happening there. The shelling of a
maternity hospital. The times when people
were told they could escape only for their
routes out to be attacked. We’ve seen war
crimes we’ve heard of truly heinous
actions. Within that it’s natural to look at
this and say the world is a terrible and evil place. And to ask why God
would let this happen. Firstly, I think, I wish this didn’t happen, and
secondly I don’t think there’s one easy answer, there isn’t a simple
thing to say that this happened because of this or that. We can’t look
at it and say the Ukrainians deserved it because clearly they didn’t.
One thing we can think about though is human choices. The decisions
we make which influence our world. And we can say that this is
happening because of the wicked choices of one man and his close
advisors. That this is happening because he has decided his legacy,
his lust for power and control, is more important than the lives of so
many Ukrainians and even of his own military. Within that it’s easy to
despair about humanity, to look at ourselves and to say all of the
people in the world and evil and to give up a little.
But when we look at the response of the vast majority of people.
The 140,000 people (at the time of writing) in this country who have
offered refugees a place to stay with them, the people who have taken
much needed supplies. The bravery of people like Marina
Ovsyannikova who burst into a live news broadcast with a sign
decrying the lies being spread on state media, and whose
whereabouts are currently unknown. As well as the countless others
who have donated goods and money to support those in dire straits.
We have seen some terrible evils done by a few but in the face of it we
have also seen great goodness done by a far greater number. The
goodness of some doesn’t negate the evil but it is a light in the
darkness. Easter is a reminder that in the end good wins. That even
though the Romans were able to beat and kill Jesus, they didn’t have
the final word and through the resurrection Jesus had the ultimate
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victory. We may wait for that victory and it may seem like it takes too long but
in the end good will win. To finish I’ll quote the incredibly brave President of
Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky “the question for us now is to be or not to be.
Oh no, this Shakespearean question. For 13 days this question could have
been asked but now I can give you a definitive answer. It’s definitely yes, to
be.” Wherever you go and whatever you are be kind, be good. And I hope by
the times this is read, there is peace.
Rev. John


26th April: St George of the Golden
Legend

T

he Saint of an English Army before he was
Patron Saint of England, St George may have
been a soldier, but he was no Englishman.
Some stories say that he was an officer in the
Roman army under Diocletian, who refused to
abandon his faith during the Terror, and was martyred
at Lydda in Palestine about the year 300 AD –
supposedly 23rd April. Over the years St George
became the example of a Christian fighting-man, a
powerful helper against evil powers affecting individual
lives. He was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of
whom remarkable deeds were reported.
In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus
de Voragine gave St George a handsome write-up.
The story runs thus:
One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybya where
he found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had forced
them to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and when the sheep
gave out, two of their children; and now they were about to sacrifice the
King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George encountered the
little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and persuaded the
sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. At that moment the
dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. St George charged
forwards and drove his spear into the dragon’s gaping mouth. To everyone’s
amazement, he tumbled the monster over and over.
Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the dragon’s
neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The sight of her
approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead emptied the
town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George promised to
behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ and be baptised.
It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at
once. So, 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were commissioned to
remove the dragon’s body.
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St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and he is
usually portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. The
Crusaders had a vision of him helping them against the Saracens at Antioch,
during the first Crusade, and so brought the story of St George back with
them from Palestine. Presently England put herself under the protection of
the Saint. His day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red cross on a white
field is the flag of St George.



Remembering Samuel Morse of Morse
Code

S

amuel Morse died 150 years ago, on 2nd
April 1872. The American artist and inventor
is best known for developing a commercial
single-wire telegraph system – and the
Morse Code, with his friend Alfred Vail.
He was born in 1791 in Charlestown,
Massachusetts, the son of Calvinist preacher and
geographer Jedidiah Morse. He found a great deal
of interest in lectures on electricity, which was then
poorly understood. His parents were somewhat
disconcerted that he also enjoyed painting
miniature portraits.
It was in 1832, while returning by ship from
Europe, that Morse had the idea of a commercial
electric telegraph – after hearing a conversation
about the newly discovered electromagnet. The
idea of an electric telegraph had been put forward
in 1753, but Morse believed it could be put into action.
His eagerness stemmed partly from an early tragedy. His first wife
Lucretia was taken seriously ill in 1825 while he was working on a portrait of
the Marquis de Lafayette in Washington, but the message took ages to reach
him by horse messenger. By the time he got home to Connecticut, his wife
was not only dead, but buried.
By 1838 he and Vail had developed the system of dots and dashes that
became known throughout the world as the Morse Code, and by 1844 the
first telegraph line in the United States, from Baltimore to Washington, was
completed, and he sent the first message: “What hath God wrought?” This
had been suggested to him by Annie Ellworth, the teenage daughter of the
commissioner of patents.
In 1871 there was a huge celebration of the telegraph in Central Park,
New York, and Morse sent the final nationwide message on the day, part of
which read: “Glory to God in the Highest; on Earth peace, goodwill to men.”
... - / .- -. -.. .-. . .-- .----. ... / -.-. .... ..- .-. -.-. .... / -.-. .... .. .-.. - --- -. / -- --- --- .-.
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Intercession for Ukraine
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
We pray for the leaders of the
nations,
that you will guide them in the ways of
freedom, justice and truth.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who bear arms on
behalf of the nation,
that they may have discipline and
discernment,
courage and compassion.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for our enemies, and those
who wish us harm,
that you will turn the hearts of all to
kindness and friendship.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for the wounded and the
captive,
the grieving and the homeless,
that in all their trials they may know
your love and support.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who strive for
peace
and all who fight for justice.
Help us, who today remember the
cost of war,
to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you lives lost
in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the peace
of your presence;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Church Finances
Michael Baxter
I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during February
2022.

Income exceeded expenditure by £341.
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Bill’s Gardening Tips For April
Prepare beds for the growing season. Dig in a 3" layer of
compost or well-rotted manure. A general- purpose fertiliser
such as pelleted chicken manure or fish, blood and bone is
also helpful.
Check that patio plants aren't drying out.
Lift and divide established perennials, like hostas, to provide
new plants.
Pinch out fuchsia tips and sweet pea shoots to promote
bushier growth.
Divide primroses once they have stopped flowering.
Plant rhododendrons.
Move evergreen trees or shrubs now if need be.
Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with slow-release fertiliser. Roses in
particular will benefit.
Tie in climbing roses.
Check tree stakes and ties.
Prune penstemons now. Cut back old shoots to the base provided there is
new growth; just to the lower set of leaves otherwise.
Cut back dead foliage from perennials and ornamental grass.
Prune forsythia once flowering has finished.
Trim winter-flowering heathers to prevent them becoming leggy.
Tie in new honeysuckle/clematis stems.
Continue removing faded flowers from winter pansies to prevent seed
setting.
Deadhead daffs' and tulips as flowers finish but allow to die back naturally.
Apply a mulch to perennials, trees and shrubs before the hot weather.
Top-dress containers.
Give the lawn a boost with a high-nitrogen feed. Aerate compacted areas
with a fork. Mow more regularly and lower the mower blades towards the end
of the month.
Keep on top of weeding.
Happy gardening.
Rev Tony Holden officiated at the administration service of the
Mother’s Union to which a new member was warmly
welcomed, Amelia Thompson.
The service was followed with a devotional talk given by Rev
Tony, this was greatly appreciated by all the members. The
meeting ended with the usual refreshments.
th
April the 17 is the next meeting when the speaker will be our friend, Wayne
Marshall.
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April Crossword
Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for
joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in
matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20)
(4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with
the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin
infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of
wealth choke it, making it
unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his
waist when he washed his disciples’
feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the
Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm
93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite
army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I
— the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel
17:10) (4)

6 Popular 20th-century religious novel
by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a
1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be
hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of
Bebai, who married a foreign woman
(Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight
from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will
Down
be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
1 ‘I will become angry with them and 20 Comes between ‘bad’ and
forsake them; I — — my face from
‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be
2 Usual description of prophets such — to separate us from the love of
as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5) God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the
gospel of the — — — , who is the
image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
(5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts
(Leviticus 4:11) (5)
Page 6

Solutions page 24

The Italian pasta diet that
really works
You walka pasta da bakery
A missionary went to Borneo and settled in You walks pasta da sweet shop
a remote clearing in the forest of Sumatra, You walka pasta da ice cream shop
where he could build a church. But at dusk You walks pasta da table and fridge
You gonna lose da weight!
on the very first day, the missionary was
startled by the sound of tribal drums in the
distance. As the minutes passed, the drums got louder. His guide looked uneasy.
“I don’t like the sound of those drums,” he said.
Soon dusk turned to evening, and the drums got even louder, and much closer.
The guide kept glancing around him. He said again to the missionary, “I don’t like
the sound of those drums.”
Evening turned to night. The two men sat close to their fire, listening to the
approaching drums. Soon it was obvious that the drummers must be almost upon
them. The guide said again, “I really don’t like the sound of those drums.”
With that, the drums abruptly stopped. There was a brief silence. Then an
aggrieved voice came out of the darkness: “Hey man, he’s not our regular
drummer!”

The drums of Borneo
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17th April: Easter, the most joyful day of
the year

E

aster is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for
our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can
look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you
can explain it to someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of
their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover
moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the
Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts
for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates
to late March or early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to
come up with firm dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or
Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars
continue to think these two Fridays to be the most likely.
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise
calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full
moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest possible date
for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. The latest is 25th
April, which last happened in 1943.
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s
name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic
word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons worshipped her
in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have confused her with the classical dawn
goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So,
Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time for starting up
again after a long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth
in most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again
each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how
decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter.

The Ukrainian Coffee Morning - Sat March 12th

A

huge thank you to all who supported the coffee morning which was a
spontaneous decision and arranged in less than a week. Almost
everyone has been deeply concerned about the terrible situation in
Ukraine and everyone was more than willing to support the cause.
There was a lot of people who came along from all faiths, and maybe no
faith, but we were all there for the same reason, to help our brothers and
sisters in Christ. Thank you to everyone who provided food which was
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delicious, everyone who generously gave raffle prizes and also for the lovely
food hamper. We would also like to thank our friends who made jams and other
goodies to sell.
It was such a lovely bustling atmosphere with so many people some of
whom had not seen each other for over 40 years. What
a wonderful, successful and worthwhile two hours and
the result was a fantastic sum raised of £590 which will
help in some small way those people
who have lost so much. In fleeing and
leaving their homes behind, and in
some cases maybe elderly relatives,
husbands and fathers, our hearts and
prayers go out to them all.
Many thanks to all who came along
and were so very generous, it was a
very special occasion which was
enjoyed by everyone. Thank you for your support.
C Baxter

Palm Sunday

I

t must have been a dramatic sight on Palm Sunday when Jesus
approached Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds. ‘A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of Him and
those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’’’ (Matthew
21:8,9).
But not everyone in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus; in the very next verse we
read, ‘the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”’(10). But by the end
of the week, the crowds had turned against Jesus and were demanding His
crucifixion. (Matthew 27:22). Why did they turn against Jesus so quickly?
Perhaps they were disappointed because He refused to fulfil their expectations
in establishing a new political kingdom. Instead, He came to change our hearts
and save us from our sins by His death and resurrection. As He said during that
week, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.’ (John 18:36). This deeply disappointed
those who hoped that He would throw out the hated Roman occupiers.
Where would we have been on that first Palm Sunday? Among the
disciples who welcomed Him or among the sceptical
crowds? It’s easy to judge those who condemned Jesus,
but would we have acted differently? Can we too be
disappointed when Jesus fails to meet our hopes and
expectations of Him?
The message of Easter is that God still loves and
accepts us, and because of Jesus we can be forgiven. He
came for one simple reason: ‘For Christ also suffered once for sins…to bring
you to God.’ (1 Peter 3:18). May we welcome Jesus afresh into our lives this
Eastertime.
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Psalm 46

1 God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though
the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the
heart of the sea,...
4 There is a river whose
streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most
High dwells.
5 God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress....

9 He makes wars cease
to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the
spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I
am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
11 The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
May God bless you and guard you
this month, and may this Easter bring
you the love, the solace and the
grace of Jesus Christ.

Mothering Sunday with a difference

T

his year our church decided not to follow the
usual tradition of giving out flowers to all the
ladies present in church. Instead, we invited our
congregation to give a donation to honour our
mothers most of whom are now in the Heavenly Kingdom
and who enabled us all to have happy healthy childhoods
through the love and care they gave us.
The money raised is being donated to our Mothers’
Union to support women in the poorest countries who struggle with poor
conditions to raise their children. This is not only lack of food and water but
also the lack of education. The money donated will hopefully increase their
knowledge through improved learning facilities and the development of
simple ideas such as how to grow their own food.
Thank you to all who donated in support of this good cause.
C Baxter
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Where do you call home?
By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St
Albans, Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.

W

here is it that you call home? I wonder how different people
would answer that question.
It’s so much gentler than asking ‘where do you come from?’
That question declares that clearly you don’t come from around
here so you must be a stranger in these parts.
But the question about home is much deeper and can prompt a range of
answers. People can respond by telling you about where they live now, or
where they were brought up, or maybe where their family came from.
Author Chine McDonald suggests the question in her book, ‘God is Not a
White Man’ (Hodder & Stoughton) and I’m grateful to her. She says, “I love to
hear the different answers people give.”
For many people, the answer will be complex. All of us have roots in
several places, with relatives whose homes are many miles away, and
possibly across oceans.
Fridge magnets that say home is where the Wi-Fi recognises you, or
‘where they have to take you in’, widely miss the point.
Just now, many parts of the UK are welcoming British Nationals from
Hong Kong, families who have left the former colony after the Chinese
government introduced laws severely restricting human rights.
It’s been good to see local churches helping to welcome the men,
women and children who have crossed continents under the UK
government’s resettlement scheme.
The Hebrew Scriptures encouraged God’s people to remember that they
were once strangers in foreign lands, and to welcome those from afar.
In the gospels, Jesus underlines the importance of loving your neighbour,
as you love yourself. He called on His followers to make hospitality one of
their core values. It’s a way that we open our lives to others.
I’ve called Hertfordshire home for more than 30 years but hold a special
place for the part of West London where I was brought up, and I still support
the local football team. Family research reveals that my surname derives
from Dorset.
So where’s home? It’s the place where I can feel at home, where I am
known and where I can be accepted without pretence.
It’s my prayer that all churches may be places of welcome and hospitality
for everyone.
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The empty tomb and the Risen Christ

S

o they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.
That’s how some early manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel finish. It’s an
unexpected twist, when you consider the confident announcement at the
outset: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.” Good news? Afraid?
Mark doesn’t embroider his writing. His Greek language is that of the
street, and he uses short, abrupt sentences. So, he tells it straight when the
women, who had remained faithful to Jesus right up to the end, were
confronted with an empty grave, and the first intimation that Jesus was no
longer dead. Nothing like this had ever happened. What had seemed like a
tragic and inevitable finale was now flatly contradicted. These women had
stumbled across something unique that God was doing. It was to be the
beginning of a new era for the human race, encompassing past, present and
future.
They were afraid. You bet. Matthew’s Gospel tells it slightly differently: ‘the
women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy.’ Later, when the
other disciples encountered the Risen Christ, we read of their joy, doubt,
disbelief, gladness, wonder. Luke encapsulates these confused emotions in a
single phrase, ‘While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering…’
After many weeks of what we summarise as ‘resurrection appearances’,
Luke rounds off his account with Jesus blessing the disciples: “While He was
blessing them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were
continually in the Temple, blessing God.’
A 21st Century disciple will contemplate the presence of the Risen Christ
with wonder, adoration, and joy. Surely with trembling, too? The same Jesus,
seated at the right hand of the Father, will come again to judge the living and
the dead.
Though hopelessly inadequate, we are enveloped by His sacrificial love,
released by the crucifixion. We dare to look up, “afraid, yet filled with joy”.

Easter Prayer 2022

Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God,
You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You brought
life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day. Thank
you that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!
No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, help
us to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive today and
in Him we can put our trust, completely and confidently.
Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet to be. Love
wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen. By Daphne Kitching
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MOTHERS
UNION
ST. ANDREW’S
It was decided to change the time of the
meeting from an evening to an
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third
Thursday of the month. We hope this
will be convenient to all members, and
maybe we could welcome new
members.
Mary Shearer

Beetle

The Beetle drive is on the second Thursday
of the month in Churchill Square
Community Centre from 2-4pm for an
afternoon of fun and games. New members
are more than welcome to come along and
join in.
Jean Campbell
The craft class meet in the
Church Annexe every
Monday from 2-4pm

In the cycle of prayer we ask the village to pray for Ukraine,

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen
Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
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Going to church at Easter
From David Pickup

R

ejoice with those who
said to me, “Let us go
to the house of the
Lord.” Psalm 122 1
I read in an old book
that Easter Sunday is the one
time when everyone has to go to
church, apart from those who are
excommunicated. The book is
called The Parson’s Handbook
and was first published in 1899. It was popular and went through various
editions until the 1930s. It was written by a cleric called Percy Dearmer, who
also made his name in music circles, strongly supported women’s ministry
and the church’s mission to the poor.
For worship style he wanted a return to a distinctly English traditionalism,
and his book was a guide to how to take services and much more.
It would be great if more people went to church at Easter, to celebrate the
high point of the Christian year. Years ago, many churches would have had
six services on the day, starting early to fit everyone in. As Covid ends, will
our congregations return to what they were two years ago, or will the steady
decline continue?
Sadly, even among keen, committed, Christians, going to church is
sometimes thought of as an option. People have busy lives in the week and
Sunday is often just another day to ‘do stuff’.
But Easter is different. We celebrate the resurrection of the Son of God –
and rejoice that, because He lives, so the way is open for us as well. The
challenge for the churches now is to build on the tentative faith of some
people who turned to services during Covid, and bring back those faithful
who have left, as well as speak to the people who would never normally
dream of going to church.
Not an easy task. Perhaps
Dearmer has left us a hint,
in being committed to
tradition and beauty in
worship, but also wanting
to embrace the whole
mission of the church. We
are to witness to the risen
Christ!
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From a St Andrew magazine, August 1934, Part I

Monday’s Washing
To SAVE HARD RUBBING.— for
corsets, or gloves which are being washed
on the hands, etc , I find a sixpenny
rubber nailbrush invaluable. It removes
the dirt by gentle friction without any
damage to fabric as will often result when
an ordinary bristle brush is used, (MISS.
EVILL.)

TEA TOWELS—When
washing these, it is a
good plan to rinse them
sometimes
in
thin
starchy water as it makes
them last ‘ clean longer.
(MRS. E. SIMMONDS.)

IRONING COLLARS.
—Place a small round
cake-tin (which must be
spotlessly clean) in the oven and put
collars in as they are ironed. This will
keep them in a round shape, also stiffen
them by gentle heat. Keep oven door
open and leave collars in for a few
minutes only. (MISS.
EDWARDS.)

IRON-MOULD
IN
COPPER.—When | but
still warm, rub soft soap
over the place which is
iron-moulded. Leave for
a few days, then wash
boiler out with plenty of
hot
water.
(MISS
ASHTON.)


To CLEAN RUBBER ROLLERS.—Dip
a rag in turpentine and rub the rollers on
washing-machine. It takes less than a
minute and the rollers look like new.
(MISS. M. JONES.)
—
RUBBER WRINGERS.—Clean the ,
rollers with a little paraffin oil, wash in
soapy water and dry with a clean cloth.
(Mrs. M. L, Smith.)
To-day’s Thought: The
purpose of religion is not
so much to get people to
Heaven as to bring
Heaven down to them.

Tuesday’s Sewing.

A Knitting Hint.—When
knitting a round garment
with four needles, most
knitters find stitches
liable to slip off. I slip an elastic band
round knitting, near the needles. This
answers perfectly, keeping the work from
stretching. (MRS. E. J. H. ANDREWS.)
(Fig 1.)

HOUSEWIFE PILLOW
SLIPS—Cut one end of
slip about nine inches
longer than the other to
form a flap, like an
envelope, which is tucked
over pillow. No buttons or
tapes required. (MRS. A.
WORTHINGTON.) (Fig.
2.)
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PILLOW SLIPS. — When making these,
leave a small opening at each corner of
the closed end. This enables the water to
run out freely when laundered and
lengthens life of material. (Mrs. W. G.
PHILLIPS.)

BUTTONHOLED SCALLOPS.— Before
cutting out scallops, after they have been
buttonholed, machine round edge of each,
using a very small stitch and being
careful to keep on edge. This makes them
firm so that they will not fray out. (No
name attached.)

KNOTS IN DOUBLE COTTON. —This
annoyance can be prevented if a knot is
tied at the end of each thread instead of
tying the two ends together. (MRS. M.
KIRBY and others.)

DARK NEEDLEWORK.—When sewing
dark material, wear a white apron; the
strain on the eyes will then be
considerably lessened. (Mrs. J. P.
HARPE.)

FOR THE MACHINIST.—Glue a length
of tape measure right across the front of
your machine. This will always be handy
to measure lengths and widths of seams,
tucks, etc., without having to sear tapemeasure. (MISS CULBERT.) ° ch for a
To-day's Thought: Be slow to choose
friends, but slower to change them.

where it can be reached without undue
effort and used for knocking the floor, or
to draw nearer something which is just
out of reach. (MRS. BAGNALL.)
A COOLING DRINK.—Toast a good
slice of bread very brown, without
burning, add a pint of cold water and
stand for an hour or two. Strain, add a
little lemon juice and sweeten taste.
(MRS. M. LUCKHAM.)

TO REMOVE SPLINTER FROM
HAND. (Repeated by Request.}—Crush
some carbolic soap on a piece of lint,
sprinkle some soft brown sugar over and
mix with end of teaspoon. Apply to
wound and bandage; the splinter will be
drawn to surface even if deeply
embedded in the flesh. (MISS L.
BARTON.)

TO RELIEVE RHEUMATISM.—Bathe
when painful with hot water in which a
tablespoonful of Epsom salts and one of
common salt have been dissolved. (MRS.
M. MATHERS.)

TO ALLEVIATE DEAFNEES.—Use a
thick cardboard hollow tube, About 2
inches round and 18 inches long, and by
putting one end to the ear and the speaker
talking through the other, it is possible to
hear quite comfortably, (MRS, M. S.
JALLAND and others.)
To-day’s Thought: God give us men; a
time like this demands clear minds, pure
Wednesday’s Nursing.
hearts, true faith and ready hands.
INVALIDS.—Time does not hang so
heavily for invalids if they feel they can To be continued . .
easily attract attention. It is a good plan to
keep a walking stick by the bed or on it, The magazine was 2d and the Vicar was
Rev J.H. Shore
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Christian Worship In Fence Houses
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find
out more. All are welcome.
St Andrew:

Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist
(Communion)
Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion

Christian Activities In Fence Houses
Tuesday:

Thursday:

St John:
Sunday :
Monday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

(2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute
Dubmire Club)
Quilting Group (St Andrew)
(3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew)
(4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew)

Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm
Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am
Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm
Coffee Morning
Second Saturday of each Month

