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Vicar’s Letter April 2023 
From Rev Christine 

Here we are in Spring with Easter 
fast approaching.  All around us we 
see signs of new growth and hope as 
the spring flowers and the buds are 
bursting forth, the birdsong and 
activity is louder and, even better, the 
hours of daylight are getting longer.  
The clocks have sprung forward and 
so has the season. 

As we experience the triumph of 
Palm Sunday at the very beginning 

of this month it is quite easy to fast forward to the joy of Easter 
Day with a brief nod to the grief and horror of Good Friday as 
we go.  To do so is to rob ourselves of the true experience and 
impact of just what God, through his Son, Jesus Christ, did for 
us and has continued to do for us. 

 Allowing ourselves to linger on the despair and fear that 
Jesus felt as he said goodbye to his friends at the Last Supper 
and then waited for his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane 
really taps into human emotions.  Our divine yet human Saviour 
is afraid and let down by those around him, they fall asleep.  
How often do we find ourselves in this sort of place and how 
quickly do we urge ourselves out of it?  Sometimes it would be 
healthier to allow ourselves to acknowledge these feelings, to 
almost savour them, before we find a way to share them rather 
than push them down inside. 

 Jesus knew what was coming but even so the mock trial 
and subsequent treatment by the crowds who had so recently 
greeted him as their King and Messiah as he entered Jerusalem 
must have felt unjust and unfair; wounding him as they turned 
away and rejected him.  We know in our own society how cruel 
individuals and groups can be to others.  We see evidence of 
this everyday in the media and, at some time, most of us will 
have been on the receiving end.  What a very lonely place that 
can be. 

 Then we arrive at the anguish and horror of Good Friday.  
Unimaginable physical pain as our Saviour is nailed to a cross 
to hang there and die.  Unimaginable emotional pain as his 
mother and close friends witness this suffering and his 
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April brings us Holy Week and Easter, and we have a wide range of 
material on every aspect of this most special, glorious week of the year 
and you are more than welcome to our services.   

We like the quote from St Clement of Alexandria, who in the second 
century wrote: 

'Christ has turned all our sunsets into dawns!' 

So as you put your April issue of the magazine to bed, we pray that you 
will know the joy of 'Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!' 

With all good wishes for a blessed and joyful Easter 

The Magazine Team 

death.  None of us will know the pain of crucifixion  but we will have 
experienced physical pain and ill health, the torment of watching 
someone close to us suffer and the searing pain of grief when someone 
dies. 

 Holy week is a good time to make the journey of anguish and grief 
before we arrive at the triumph over death that is the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ on Easter Day.  There is the opportunity to come along to a 
service at one of our churches every day during Holy Week to make that 
journey.  An opportunity to reflect on the suffering of Christ but it is also 
an opportunity to bring along our own suffering, to reflect on it and hand it 
over to God at the Eucharist.  Perhaps a time to pray for resolution and 
ways forward and a time to allow ourselves to share that pain with a 
friend, someone at church or one of the clergy. For those who are unable 
to come along to church do still speak to a friend, pick up the phone and 
share that pain.  Jesus and his followers did not hide their pain, and 
neither should we. 

 I sincerely wish you all a fruitful and reflective Holy Week so that the 
ecstatic Joy of God’s great gift to the whole world in the death and 
glorious resurrection of his only Son feels all the more wonderful.  
Acknowledging the painful things makes the gifts of Spring seem all the 
more hopeful as we journey on. 

With every blessing Revd. Christine 
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 Prepare beds for the growing season. Dig in a 5cm layer of compost/well
-rotted manure. You could also dig in a general purpose fertiliser like 
pelleted chicken manure or blood, fish and bone. 
Check patio plants aren't drying out. Try adding water retaining granules 
to the compost. 
Lift and divide perennials, like hostas, to improve vigour. 
Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a balanced slow-release fertiliser. 
Tie in climbers. 
Check tree stakes and ties to make sure they are not cutting into trunks. 
Cut back dead foliage from perennials and ornamental grasses. 
Prune penstemons back to base. 
Prune forsythia after flowering. 
Trim winter-flowering heathers after flowering to stop them becoming 
leggy. 
Continue removing faded flowers from winter flowering pansies to prevent 
self-seeding and encourage new growth. 
Dead head daffodils and tulips but allow to die back naturally. 
Mulch perennials, trees and shrubs. 
Repair bare patches on the lawn with lawn repair seed. 
Apply a high-nitrogen feed to give the lawn a boost. 
Brush away worm casts on dry days. Aerate compacted areas. 
Top dress containers. 
Keep on top of weeding. 
Stock up on potting compost. 
Happy gardening.      Cheers . . William 

Bill’s Gardening Tips For April 

Happy Birthday, Cadbury Crème Egg 
Cadbury Crème Eggs celebrate their 60th birthday this  
Spring. They have a lot to celebrate: the Creme Egg is the 
best-selling confectionery item between New Year’s Day and 
Easter in the UK, with annual sales of more than 200 million 
eggs, worth about £55 million. Cadbury Crème Eggs were 
first created by the British chocolatier Fry’s in 1963, before 
being renamed by Cadbury in 1971.  

Easter eggs galore! 
Easter eggs. We like them. So much so, that about 80 million are sold in 
the UK each year. They go on sale early: major supermarkets like 
Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, and Waitrose launched Easter-themed 
confectionery ranges as early as January. Tesco had them on the shelves 
by 30th December 2022. On average, children in the UK get 8.8 Easter 
eggs every year. 
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The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally called Passion 
Week. It began on Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and healing, Jesus 
had built a following. 

 On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His followers arrived 
at Jerusalem. The city was crowded. Jewish people were arriving to 
celebrate Passover. This commemorates how they had escaped from 
slavery in Egypt nearly 1,500 year earlier. 

 Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was greeted like a 
conquering hero. Cheering crowds waved palm branches in tribute. He 
was hailed as the Messiah who had come to re-establish a Jewish 
kingdom. 

 The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple, 
the epicentre of the Jewish faith, and confronted money-changers and 
merchants who were ripping off the people. He overturned their tables 
and accused them of being thieves. The religious authorities were 
alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the crowds. 

 On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His authority. He 
answered by challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. Later that day 
Jesus spoke to His disciples about future times. He warned them about 
fake religious leaders; the coming destruction of Jerusalem; wars, 
earthquakes and famines; and how His followers would face persecution. 

 By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were so angry 
with Jesus that they began plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus’ 
disciples, Judas, went to the chief priests and agreed to betray Him to 
them. 

 Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday evening to 
celebrate the Passover meal. This is known as the Last Supper. During 
the evening, Jesus initiated a ritual still marked by Christians – Holy 
Communion – which commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread and 
shared it and a cup of wine with His disciples. 

 Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus continued to teach 
the others and then went outside into an olive grove to pray. He even 
prayed for all future believers. He agonised over what was to come but 
chose the way of obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him praying, 
‘Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will but yours 
be done’. Minutes later Judas arrived with soldiers and the chief priests 
and Jesus was arrested. 

An overview of Passion Week 

2nd  – 9th April  
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Palm Sunday, Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem, 2nd April 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how 
Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a 
few days before the Passover was due to be 
held. He was the Messiah come to His own 
people in their capital city, and yet He came in 
humility, riding on a young donkey, not in 
triumph, riding on a war-horse. 

 As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave 
Him a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds into His path. They knew 
His reputation as a healer, and welcomed Him. But sadly, the welcome 
was short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her 
Messiah, and put Him to death. On this day churches worldwide will 
distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival 
in Jerusalem. 

What is Maundy Thursday?, 6th April           
 Maundy Thursday is the 5th day of Holy Week. ‘Maundy’ comes from 
the Latin word for command, ‘mandare’.  On this day the Church looks 
back to Jesus’ command to His disciples that they should: “Love one 
another as I have loved you.” 
 On the evening of Maundy Thursday Jesus shared the Last Supper 
with His disciples, before going on to the Garden of Gethsemane and 
being arrested. It was the last evening He had with them before His 
crucifixion. 

Good Friday, the day the Son of God died for you, 

7th April:           
 Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was 
crucified at 9am in the morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm. It is the 
most solemn day in the Christian year and is 
widely marked by the removal of all 
decorations from churches. In Lutheran 
churches, the day was marked by the 
reading of the passion narrative in a gospel, 
a practice which lies behind the ‘passions’ 
composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 
– 1750). Both the St Matthew Passion and 
the St John Passion have their origins in this observance of Good Friday. 
 The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 
midday to 3pm on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The ‘Three 
Hours of the Cross’ often take the form of an extended meditation on the 
‘Seven Last Words from the Cross’, with periods of silence, prayer, 
or hymn-singing. 
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EASTER, the most joyful day of the year, 9th April           
 Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has 
died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! 
We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah! 
 The Good News of Jesus Christ is a 
message so simple that you can explain it to 
someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that 
for the rest of their lives they will still be 
‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 
 Why does the date move around so much? 
Because the date of Passover moves around, 
and according to the biblical account, Easter is 
tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month 
of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April. 
 Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar 
calendar to come up with firm dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th 
April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling two days 
later. Modern scholars continue to think these two Fridays to be the most 
likely. 

 Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the 
first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the 
precise calculations are complicated and involve something called an 
‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. 
 The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which 
last fell in 1818. The latest is 25th April, which last happened in 1943. 

 Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the 
festival’s name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The 
Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon 
fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  He thought that the 
Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have confused her 
with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names 
mean ‘shining in the east’. So, Easter might 
have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a 
good time for starting up again after a long 
winter. 
 Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, 
they are an ancient symbol of birth in most 
European cultures. On the other hand, hens 
start laying regularly again each 
Spring.  Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how 
decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate 
Easter. 
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Out West 
A devout cowboy lost his Bible while he was mending fences out 
on the range.  Three weeks later a cow walked up to him, 
carrying the Bible in its mouth. The cowboy couldn’t believe 
his eyes. He took the book out of the cow’s mouth and 
exclaimed, “It’s a miracle! "Well, hardly that, "said the 
cow. Your name was written inside the cover.” 

Sea of Galilee 

A vicar planning an Easter pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land was shaken when he found it would 

cost him £50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea 

of Galilee. 

He protested to the travel agent that the cost 

was ridiculous. “That might be true,” replied the 

travel agent, “but you have to take into account 

that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our 

Lord Himself walked.” 

“Well,” said the vicar, “at £50 an hour for a boat, 

I am not surprised!” 

Sermon 

A pastor, known for his lengthy 

sermons, noticed a man get up and 

leave during the middle of his 

message. The man returned just 

before the conclusion of the service. 

Afterwards the pastor asked the 

man where he had gone. “I went to 

get a haircut,” was the reply. 

“But,” said the pastor, “why didn’t 

you do that before the service?” 

Came the reply: “Because I didn’t 

need one then.” 
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Church Finances 
Michael Baxter , Treasurer 

I set out below the income and expenditure of the church during February 

2023. 

Have a drink. Have two drinks! 
Drinking is really good for you. Drinking water, that is. 
Recent research has found that people who drink a 
good amount of water are less likely to develop 
chronic conditions, or to show signs of advanced 
ageing. 

 The key seems to be in your serum sodium levels, 
which go up when your fluid intake goes down.  Adults 
with high serum sodium levels are more likely to 
develop chronic illness, and also more likely to die 
younger. 

“The results suggest that proper hydration may slow down ageing and 
prolong a disease-free life,” said one scientist. 

 The study was published in a recent issue of the eBioMedicine 
journal.  According to NHS England, people should have six to eight 
drinks a day, which can include water, lower-fat milks, tea and coffee. 
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Reflecting faith – Easter Flowers 

Many types of flowers are used in churches, but 
during Easter, there is one that is especially 
loved: the Easter Lily. It is a tall, stately flower 
topped by large, graceful, white trumpet-shaped 
blooms. 

 While commercial bulb production of Easter 
lilies only began in the 19th century, Easter lilies 
make many appearances in both the Old and 
New Testaments, emphasising the flower’s 
importance to Christianity. King Solomon spoke 
of them, and Christ referenced them, too. 

 These strikingly beautiful flowers are highly 
perfumed, with the central stamens covered in 
bright yellow or orange pollen. Unfortunately, the 
pollen can be a hazard, as it can permanently 
stain cloth due to chemicals it contains! For this 
reason, good florists and especially church 
flower arrangers will remove all the stamens 
before bringing them anywhere near church 
fabrics, or near to where ministers wearing white 
might brush against them. 

 It’s thought that Easter lilies came to 
symbolise Christ because they embody purity – 
the trumpet-shaped blooms recall the horns that 
heralded the resurrection of Christ. This is also 
why lilies are identified with the Virgin Mary, 
and in artworks depicting the Annunciation to the 
Virgin they are often found in the angel Gabriel’s hand. 

 The second reason that Easter lilies represent Christ is because of 
their life cycle. Each one grows from a bulb that for several years has lain 
quietly beneath the earth, before growing tall and stately, and blossoming 
into magnificent flowers. What a picture of Jesus’ life and resurrection! 

This month 

 Have a look around the church over Easter. Daffodils and Easter lilies 
are often displayed, because they are the first flowers of spring, when 
Nature is being reborn. Their life after the death of winter reminds us of 
the Resurrection. For we cannot imagine the death and the passion of 
Christ without having in mind the empty tomb, radiating hope. Christ’s 
death has no meaning without His Resurrection. 
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For over 75 years a little piece of Houghton-le-Spring could be found up 
inside the world’s most famous clock.  Once an hour, every hour, the 
tongue (clapper) of the famous Big Ben bell in Westminster clock tower 
rung in the passing of time in London. 

 The Westminster Clock Tower started keeping time accurately on 
May 31st 1859, following a construction period that was five years behind 
schedule.  John Warner & sons cast the Great Bell on August 6th 1856 at 
their foundry in Stockton-on-Tees and it was 
transported by rail and sea to London.  The 
bell was tested for an extensive period, 
however a crack appeared on October 17th 
1857.  Warners placed the blame on the 
weight of the hammer (tongue) and a lighter 
replacement bell was cast at the Whitechapel 
Foundry on April 10th 1858 and it was winched 
into place alongside the four quarter bells in 
October of the same year. 

Unfortunately the new bell did not last long, 
and in September 1859 it cracked and was 
silent for four years. 

 In 1863, Sir George Airy, the Astronomer Royal, found a solution, 
which saw the bell being rotated by a quarter turn and a new, lighter 
hammer cast.  Around 1869 or 1870, the clapper inside the Great Bell 
cracked and splintered.  George Elliot, Member of Parliament for North 
Durham and resident of Houghton Hall in Houghton-le-Spring, became 
aware of the issue and recommended the services of his friend, George 
Hopper, who had an iron foundry just off Sunderland Street in Houghton.  
The order was subsequently placed.  Drawings were sent to the 
Houghton-le-Spring Ironworks and foreman John Thornton made the 
tongue, a fact that the residents of Houghton are still proud of to this day. 

 The origins of the clapper seem to have been misreported in a 1901 
book, which incorrectly states that the famous bell itself was forged at 
Houghton: 

“The largest bell in Gt. Britain is "Great Paul" in St. Paul's Cathedral, cast 
in 1881, and weighing about 18 tons ; but the most famous bell we 
have is probably  

The Tongue of Big Ben forged near 

Sunderland Street in Houghton-le-

Spring 
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"Big Ben" at Westminster, named after Sir Benjamin Hall, First 
Commissioner of Works in 1856, when it was cast.  There have been two 
musical giants of this name, and they have both been unfortunate, as 
within a year after being hung they were both found to be cracked.  The 
first Big Ben was cast by Messrs. Warner, Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, 
from a bronze composed of 22 parts of copper and 7 parts of tin.  Its 
diameter was 9 ft. 5 1/4 in., while its height was 7 ft. 10 1/2 in. ; it weighed 
15 tons 8 cwt., and the clapper 12 cwt.  About a year after it was hung it 
was discovered to be cracked, so it was broken up, and Messrs. Hears, of 
Whitechapel, cast another from the game metal, but about 2 tons lighter; 
the hammer also was much lighter about 6 cwt.  In a short time this bell 
was also found to be cracked, but the fault was remedied by filing the 
crack open, and in this condition Big Ben continues to mark time with no 
uncertain sound its note is E natural.” 

 Like many other Houghtonians I have peddled the above story of the 
clapper, usually on Armistice Day or New Year’s Eve, when the bell tolled 
eleven or midnight, justly proud that a little piece of Houghton’s heritage 
was responsible for the famous chimes.  However, I was surprised to 
discover that the tongue of Big Ben was dismantled from the bell in 1934, 
and subsequently removed from the bell platform in 1954.  The clapper, 
which was only used for the first testing of the bell once Big Ben was 
hung on its bell frame, was superfluous to the hammer which marked the 
hour.  It can now be found in the public Exhibition Room 1 within the clock 
tower.              Paul Lanagan 

Easter Prayer 2023 
Thank you, Father, that you raised Jesus from the dead on that 

first Easter Day and that He is alive now and forever. Thank 

you that whoever believes in Him and turns away from selfish 

living and towards you can be forgiven through His name. 

Thank you that Jesus is the same today as He was then and 

will always be. 

Thank you for the Bible – your inspired, unchanging, and 

living Word to guide us. Help us to hold fast to Your teaching and not to be led 

astray. Your Word is truth. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, Lord, that we might 

be Your faithful, fruitful Resurrection People. 

In the name of our living Lord, Jesus.  Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Wedding Of 
Elizabeth & Matt 

25th February 
St Andrew 

Chilton Moor 
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It was a delight to welcome Charlie, 
Arthur and Grace Emmet  along with all 

their family and 
friends for their 
Baptism.  Shine 
as a light in the 
world. 

Goodbye to Lilly, our  
student, it has been a 
pleasure meeting you & 
we enjoyed your 
company, all our very 
best wishes for your 
future. 

This year we decided to celebrate Mothering 
Sunday by asking members of our congregation 
to make a donation to The Mothers Union "Give 
the gift of perseverance" . This will empower 
women around the world who are often 
themselves responsible for their own families 
and children.  Many thanks once again for your 
generosity and we can now donate £114.00 to 
this worthwhile cause. 
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Beetle 
The Beetle drive is on the second 
Thursday of the month in Churchill 
Square Community Centre from 2-
4pm for an afternoon of fun and 
games.  New members are more than 
welcome to come along and join in. 

Jean Campbell  

The craft class meet in 
the Church Annexe 
every Monday from 

2-4pm 

In the cycle of prayer for our village. 

Almighty God, you have created all 
people and all of creation. We give 

you thanks for this gift we're invited to engage with hope, joy and love as 
your disciples. Open our hearts and our eyes to see our communities as 
you would have us to see them.  Amen  

MOTHERS 
UNION 

ST. ANDREW’S 
It was decided to change the time of 
the meeting from an evening to an 
afternoon at 2.00pm on the third 
Thursday of the month. We hope this 
will be convenient to all members, 
and maybe we could welcome new 
members. 

In celebration, on the weekend of the King’s coronation,  
it was agreed to host a lunch in the annex on Sunday 7th 

 
 

100 years ago, on 15th April 1923 that insulin became 
generally available for the treatment of diabetes. 

Also 100 years ago, on 26th April 1923 that Prince Albert, Duke of York 
(later King George VI) married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (later Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother) at Westminster Abbey in London. 
75 years ago, on 7th April 1948 that the World Health Organization (WHO) 
was founded in Geneva, Switzerland as a specialist agency of the United 
Nations. 
70 years ago, on 16th April 1953 that Queen Elizabeth II launched the 
Royal Yacht Britannia. It was decommissioned in 1997. The Royal Family 
no longer owns a royal yacht. 
Also 30 years ago, on 30th April 1993 that CERN, the creators of the 
World Wide Web, announced that it could be used for free by anyone. 
That decision has shaped the modern world as we know it. 
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April Crossword 
Across 
1 Relating to the whole universe 
(6)  
4 The disciple who made the 
remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — 
— hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 
20:25) (2,3)  
9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to 
burn the scroll containing 
Jeremiah’s message  
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and 
controversial founder of America’s 
Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why 
shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) 
(5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) 
(9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on 
his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3
–4) (5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his 
face was — because he had 
spoken with the Lord’  
 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, 
half-horse (7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he 
was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 
1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in — and you came to 
visit me’ (Matthew  
 25:36) (6) 
 
 

 
 
 

Down 
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 
141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) 
(7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades 
(4,3) 
6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13 Man who asked the question in 
11 Across was in charge of all her 
treasury (Acts 8:27)  
 (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of 
respect, sincere, not indulging in 
much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children 
starve, the tools of war increase; 
their bread is — ’ (Graham 
Kendrick) (6) 
18 ‘We played the flute for you, 
and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) 
(5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

Solutions page 20  
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St George of the Golden Legend, 

23rd  April         
The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint 
of England, St George may have been a soldier, but he 
was no Englishman. Some stories say that he was an 
officer in the Roman army under Diocletian, who refused 
to abandon his faith during the Terror, and was martyred 
at Lydda in Palestine about the year 300 AD – 
supposedly 23rd April. Over the years St George became 
the example of a Christian fighting-man, a powerful 
helper against evil powers affecting individual lives. He 
was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom 
remarkable deeds were reported. 

 In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave 
St George a handsome write-up. The story runs thus: 

One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybya where 
he found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had forced 
them to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and when the sheep 
gave out, two of their children; and now they were about to sacrifice the 
King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George encountered 
the little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and persuaded 
the sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. At that 
moment the dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. St George 
charged forwards and drove his spear into the dragon’s gaping mouth. To 
everyone’s amazement, he tumbled the monster over and over. 

 Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the 
dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The 
sight of her approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead 
emptied the town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George 
promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ 
and be baptised. 

 It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at 
once. So, 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were 
commissioned to remove the dragon’s body. 

St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and he is 
usually portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. The 
Crusaders had a vision of him helping them against the Saracens at 
Antioch, during the first Crusade, and so brought the story of St George 
back with them from Palestine.  Presently England put herself under the 
protection of the Saint. His day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red 
cross on a white field is the flag of St George. 
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St Andrew's Church Annexe is a 
friendly and vibrant community 
building, we would encourage 
anyone wishing to use it. 

Providing flexible meeting space 
for use by local community and 
volunteer groups, including 
regular activities for children and 
adults. Offering an ideal venue for family parties, conferences, coffee 
mornings or other get-togethers, Craft groups and Church groups. 

Situated in the grounds of St Andrew, the Annexe is attached to the 
Church, is within easy reach of good public 
transport links and close to the A690 and A1(M). 

There is a fully functional kitchen has been 
recently re furbished and has ample parking. 

Please email info@standrews-chiltonmoor.church 

St Andrew’s Church Annexe “In the 

Heart of the Community” 













Christian Worship In Fence Houses 
For regular worshippers and for anyone who wants to find out 

more. All are welcome. 

St Andrew:  Sunday: 10.30am. Parish Eucharist    

    (Communion) 

    Wednesday: 1.30pm Holy Communion 

Christian Activities In Fence Houses 
Tuesday:  (2nd) 6.30pm Women's Institute Dubmire Club) 

Monday:  Quilting Group (St Andrew) 

Thursday:  (3rd) 2pm. Mothers Union (St Andrew) 

    (4th) Beetle Drive (St Andrew) 

    Churchill Square  Community Room  

St John: 

Sunday :  Afternoon Worship 3pm-4pm 

Monday:  Toddlers’ Play 9.30am-11.30am 

Thursday:  Cake and Company 1.30pm-4pm 

Saturday:  Coffee Morning 

    Second Saturday of each Month 






